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DEAR READERS,

Th e fourth issue of the quarterly contains two articles about rhetoric at the 
border between Middle-Ages and Renaissance (Jakub Z. Lichański, From Aca-
demia Istropolitana to the Jagiellonian University. History of Rhetoric in Hungary, 
Slovakia, Bohemia and Poland in the 14th and 15th centuries; Beata Gaj, Th e Latin 
Manuscripts and Old Prints connected with Silesia nowadays preserved in the 
Archive of Jasna Góra Monastery) and the summary of all issues from the fi rst 
to twenty-third. 

Th e next issue of Forum Artis Rhetoricae is on the history of rhetoric and 
bibliography of Polish rhetorical studies from 2000-2011.

In 2012 and 2013 we will address the following themes: 1. Rhetoric of Social 
Movements (fasc. 3:2012), 2. Rhetoric and his History in Poland (fasc. 4:2012), 
3. Rhetoric of Popular Literature (fasc. 1:2013), 4. Rhetoric and Economics (fasc. 
2:2013), 5. Rhetorical and Criticism (fasc. 3:2013), 6. Rhetoric and Democracy and 
its Enemies (fasc. 4:2013), 7. Rhetoric and Change in the Contemporary Culture 
(fasc. 1:2014), 8. Rhetoric and the Politics of Exclusion (fasc. 2:2014), 9. Is the Mar-
riage of Democracy and Capitalism Over? (fasc. 3:2014), 10. Rhetoric of the New: 
Th e Occupy Wall Street Movement Goes Global (fasc. 4:2014).

Th is journal invites authors to submit articles on the broad subject of rheto-
ric. We encourage your collaboration as authors and promoters of the idea of the 
return to rhetoric: classical rhetoric, i.e. Aristotle’s téchne rhetoriké and Plato’s 
notion of kalokagathia and all of kinds of modern rhetoric.

Jakub Z. Lichanski
Editor in chief
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Jakub Z. Lichański
University of Warsaw 

FROM ACADEMIA ISTROPOLITANA
TO THE JAGIELLONIAN UNIVERSITY
HISTORY OF RHETORIC IN HUNGARY, 
SLOVAKIA, BOHEMIA AND POLAND 
IN THE 14TH AND 15TH CENTURIES1

Rhetoric is the part of linguistics and cultural science, taken from the ancient and Byzantine 
traditions, which, although always having some national characteristics, is an universal, su-
pranational science.   To examine it is not only to inquire into how the classical schools of rhe-
toric were received especially in Central Europe but also to attempt to determine the specifi c of 
a given national culture in a broader pan-European, or rather pan-Mediterranean, context.  
Th is is the viewpoint from which the author will now try to give an account of the history of 
rhetoric in Central Europe.  
Th e rhetorical perspective from which to view cultural or literary phenomena prevents the 
classifi cation of cultures as “superior” and “inferior” other cultures.  Rhetoric sets out one 
plane of description, common to all who rely on it.  Th e analysis of the history of rhetoric helps 
identify not only mutual relationships between cultures of various parts of Europe but also 
indicates a new perspective from which to describe the history of the literature of the countries 
in this, the eastern part, of our continent.

Introduction. Humanism in Eastern Europe

Rhetoric is the part of linguistics and cultural science, taken from the an-
cient and Byzantine traditions, which, although always having some national 
characteristics, is a universal, supranational science. To examine it is not only to 
inquire into how the classical schools of rhetoric were received, e.g. in Central 

1.    Article primarily uses the literature, which is given in the study: Jakub Z. Lichański, Humanism und 
Rhetorik in Osteuropa. In: Historisches Wörterbuch der Rhetorik, ed. G.Ueding, Stuttgart 1998, vol. 4, col. 
32-37; J.Z.,Lichański, Klassicizmus/Klassik und Rhetorik in Osteuropa. In: ibidem, col. 1055-1060.
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Europe, but also to attempt to determine the specifi c characteristics of a given 
national culture in a broader European, or rather pan-Mediterranean, context.  
Th is is the viewpoint from which I will now try to give an account of the history 
of rhetoric in Central Europe.

Let me begin with a fundamental assumption. Th e rhetorical perspective 
from which to view cultural or literary phenomena prevents the classifi cation 
of cultures as “superior” and “inferior” others. Rhetoric sets out one plane of 
description, common to all who rely on it. Th e analysis of the history of rhetoric 
helps identify not only mutual relationships between cultures of various parts of 
Europe but also indicates a new perspective from which to describe the history 
of the literature of the countries in this part of our continent. Th is research also 
provides grounds for a better insight into how the Greco-Roman and Byzantine 
traditions were incorporated into the particular cultures, and what traces we can 
fi nd of them. Before we inquire into our main issue, let me say a few words about 
the history of humanism in Eastern Europe. It developed diff erently than in Ita-
ly and Western European countries and is closely linked with the Renaissance. 
Humanism started fi rst in Hungary, Bohemia and Poland, in the 14th century, 
arriving to Russia as late as the second half of the 16th century. Its decline is not 
concurrent in all those countries, either; in the Commonwealth of Two Nations, 
it is observed in the 1580s. In rhetorical research it should be brought forward 
to the time of Bartholomeus Keckermann, 1572-1609, in the Gdańsk Grammar 
School, 1602-1609. It arrived at about the same time in Bohemia and Slovakia; 
in this case, the end was marked by the Battle of the White Mountain in 1620. 
Th e most diffi  cult task is to determine the decline of humanism in Belorussia, 
Ukraine and Russia; basically, it arrived in the middle of the 17th century, and, 
in Belorussia and Ukraine, was marked by the founding of the Mohylev-Kiev 
Academy in 1632, and, in Russia – by the founding of the Romanov dynasty in 
1613. Insofar as Poland, Lithuania, Livonia, Bohemia, Slovakia, and Hungary 
are concerned, the factor of material importance for the development of huma-
nism was the relationships with Italy and Western Europe; for Belorussia, Ukra-
ine, and Russia, it was the relationships with Byzantium and subsequently with 
Western and Southern Europe, oft en through other East European countries.  
Other factors aff ecting rhetorical research in Eastern Europe are the libraries 
and the development of schools (studia humanitatis). Th ese were, in Bohemia, 
the University of Prague founded in 1347, modeled on the University of Paris, 
and, in Poland, the University of Cracow founded in 1364, modeled on Italian 
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universities in Bologna, and Padua. What was of primary relevance to the deve-
lopment of rhetorical research in Slovakia was Academia Istropolitana, founded 
by Johannes Vitéz of Sredno (1410-1472) on the model of the Bologna university; 
Academia continued in operation from 1467 to 1490.

Humanism and rhetoric – introductory considerations. 

Definition, theory and practice

In Eastern Europe rhetoric, an element of artes liberales, was, which is only 
natural, a discipline of traditional education and acquired academic knowledge.  
According to Aristotelian tradition, rhetoric was included in practical philo-
sophical sciences. Th is view, formulated in the 15th century in both Prague and 
Cracow, persisted until the decline of humanism. In the 14th and 15th centuries, 
the development of rhetoric in this part of Europe showed infl uences of artes 
dictaminis and other manuals of medieval rhetoric. Later, other concepts played 
their roles, among them were those infl uenced by the handbooks of Antonio 
Mancinelli (1452-1505), Guillaume Tardif (1440-1500), and Georgios Trapezun-
tius (1395-1486). In the 15th century rhetoric was treated mainly as ars ornandi.  
However, please note that at the time, Callimachus Experiens (1437-1496) alre-
ady treated rhetoric as a unity of thought and word: Omnis sermo, quo voluntas 
atuque enuntiatur habeat, in se necesse est res et verba (Callimachus Experiens, 
Rhetorica, ca 1476, f. 1r.). What is noteworthy is the tradition of rhetorica anti-
qua and rhetorica nova.

Sources of rhetorical research in Eastern Europe include medieval rhetoric, 
classical rhetoric, Byzantine rhetoric and from the 16th century new proposals 
were put forth by Erasmus od Rotterdam (1467-1536), Johannes Sturm (1507-
1589), Peter Ramus (1515-1572), and others.  Th e practical role of rhetoric in 
education was pointed out by a Pole, Simon Marycki (De Scholis, 1551).  Similar 
views were expressed by other theorists of rhetoric and education in Eastern Eu-
rope such as J. Willich, De formando studio in quolibet atrium (1588).

Th e development of rhetorical theory in Eastern Europe owed much to ora-
tors such as Jan of Středa (1310-1380), Nicolaus Dybin (1330-1387), Jakób Górski 
(1525-1585), Benedykt Herbest (1531-1598), Stanisław Iłowski (+1509), A. Romer 
(1566-1608), B. Keckermann, and Makarij, Bishop of Wołogda (17th century). Re-
search done by Jan of Středa and N. Dybin, known not only in Bohemia, focused 
on the issues relating to ars dictaminis and draws on similar research in Italy.  

FROM ACADEMIA ISTROPOLITANA...
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However, the 14th and 15th century research was not at all innovative; the excep-
tion is Rhetorica of Callimachus Experiens.  Development of research in the fi eld 
can be seen in the 16th century.

Another issue in Eastern Europe is the reception of Greek and Byzantine rhe-
toric. Th is rhetoric infl uenced the research in three ways: (1) directly – through 
analyses of Greek originals, (2) through Latin translations and analyses of Greek 
originals and (3) through Slavic translations and analyses of Greek originals.  
We cannot underestimate the importance of the 16th century philological studies 
of Andreas Patrycy-Nidecki, among others, to rhetorical research, particularly 
in Poland.

Unlike rhetorical theory, rhetorical practice is ample and heterogeneous. Its 
most important part is preaching, which draws on three sources: (1) Byzanti-
ne, which exerted strong infl uence on Eastern Orthodox preaching, in Russia, 
Belorussia, Ukraine, and partially in Poland and Lithuania, (2) Catholic, in Po-
land, Lithuania, Livonia, Bohemia, Slovakia, Hungary and to a negligible extent, 
Ukraine and Belarus, (3) Protestant, in Poland, Lithuania, Livonia, and Bohe-
mia. Th e theory of preaching stems from two roots: (1) artes praedicandi and (2) 
humanistic traditions. Th e latter is aff ected by the Protestant reformation, aft er 
1517, and the Catholic reforms, aft er 1545. In Poland of great importance are the 
Arian infl uences and in Bohemia – the Hussite tradition. We cannot underesti-
mate the united church tradition.

Th e other source of rhetorical practice is the tradition of offi  cial style of the 
diplomatic documents/correspondence, drawing on artes dictaminis and formu-
larze (form letters). In the 14th and 15th century its special feature was a close link 
between the countries of Eastern Europe in this respect. Th e 16th century had 
already seen the emergence of specifi c styles in the individual countries.

In the 14th century university rhetoric developed, particularly at the Univers-
ity of Prague, and inspired other Eastern European countries. Its typical feature 
was a purely practical approach, heavy reliance on ars dictaminis and easy ab-
sorption of new ideas.

In early humanism, in the latter part of the 15th century, the fi rst attempts 
were made to analyze artes epistolandi (J. Ursyn, Modus epistolandi, 1491). Th ose 
works drew on the ars dictaminis tradition and adapted humanistic patterns. 
Persistency of the early humanistic tradition is evidenced by an analysis of the 
Library of the Collegium Societatis Iesu in Braniewo, among others institutions, 

JAKUB Z. LICHAŃSKI
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where students at the end of the 16th century copied the handbook by Aegidius 
Suchtelensis, Elegentarium viginti praecepta, 1499.

Humanism and rhetoric – Central Europe. Bohemia. Slovakia. Hungary

As noted earlier, the event that was important to the development of rhetori-
cal research in Bohemia was the foundation of the Prague university in 1347. In 
its early stage rhetoric was largely the tradition of artes dictaminis. Th is shaped 
university rhetoric, although its sources are earlier, dating back to the 13th cen-
tury. In the 14th century two orators contributed the most to rhetorical research: 
Jan of Středa (1310-1380) and Nikolaus Dybin (1300? - 1387). Th e latter authored 
works about ars dictaminis, i.e. Viaticus dictandi, De dictando tractatulus, and 
Sporta fl orum rhetoricalium. Dybin’s infl uence was strong, as his works inspired 
scholars in Poland, Belorussia and Ukraine. At the turn of the 16th century Rode-
rik Raček of Dubrava, who was also popular in Poland, created Modus epistolan-
di (1523). Th e development of rhetorical research in the 16th century was marked 
by two traditions, thpse of Johann Sturm, Peter Ramus, and Audomar Taleus.  
Sturm’s student Jan Kocín (Coccinus) of Kocinet (1534-1610) published transla-
tions and commentaries on Hermogenes and translations and a commentary on 
Aristotle, his master in 1570-1571; he also issued commentaries on Marcus Tul-
lius Cicero, to be used in schools. Ramus’ thought was developed by Simon Ge-
lenius Sušickỳ (1500? - 1599); he prepared an excerpt from Taleus’ rhetoric and 
wrote a treatise around 1590 (mps. Rhetorického umění kniha první). Should 
be mentioned yet of research conducted by Jan Blahoslav (1523), author of Vitia 
concionatorum and Ioannes Wierus, author of Assertiones rhetoricae, (1577).

As previously noted, the development of rhetorical research in Slovakia was 
infl uenced by the functioning of Academia Istropolitana in Bratislava in the pe-
riod 1467-1490. Th e dominant areas of rhetorical research in Slovakia are ars 
notaria and ars praedicandi. Of some importance is Laudes artes poeticae of 
Krištof Petzschmessinger of Levoče (1451). Th e work of greater importance is the 
dissertation written when humanism was on the decline O rečnictvie a rečnikovi 
Vavřinec Bendikt z Nudožer (1555-1615), the author who drew on Melanchthon 
and Ramus.

In Hungary, the development of rhetorical practice was infl uenced by seve-
ral factors. Th e fi rst one was the school at Pécs, open from 1367-1382. Th e se-
cond factor was the infl uence of the royal circles, those of Ludwig I (1342-1382), 

Forum Artis Rhetoricae, ISSN 1733-1986, nr 4/2011, s.9
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Sigismund Luxembourgian (1411-1437), and Matthias Corvinus (1458-1490).
Jan of Středa came into contact with Janos Küküllei, secretary to Ludwig I, 

and infl uenced the chancellery style. An important contribution came from Jo-
hannes Vitez, who attracted outstanding humanists to his court and supported 
the development of studia humanitatis. Also of major importance were the visits 
of Italian and German humanists such as P.P. Vergerio, C. Calcagnini, G. Bal-
bo, and K. Celtis who travelled all across Eastern Europe. It is not until the 16th 

century that major rhetorical scholars appear such as Johannes Sambucus (Janos 
Zsamboki, 1533-1584), publisher of Horace’s Poetica, Janos Sylvester Erdös, the 
author of Grammatica (1539) and Puerillum colloquiorum  formulae (1527).  Ho-
wever, theirs is a purely practical approach.

Poland, Lithuania, Livonia

What was relevant to the development of humanism and rhetorical research 
was the development of school education, studia humanitatis. Note, for example, 
the University of Cracow (1364). Th e fi rst faculty of rhetoric opened in 1406 in 
Cracow, the program of rhetorica vetus, and was reformed twice, in 1449 and 
1476, according to the rules of rhetorica nova; in 1476, Quintilianus was a com-
pulsory study. An important innovation was the introduction in the years 1428-
1432 of the analysis of Wincenty Kadłubek’s Chronicles as a basis of lectures 
on rhetoric. What played an important role in the development of the rheto-
ric were the chancelleries, primarily those of the kings from Vladislav Jagiello, 
1385-1434, to Sigismund Augustus, 1548-1574, and university oratory. Frequent 
interactions with Bohemia and Hungary led to the development of the rhetorical 
theory and practice. In the 15th century, the tradition of medieval rhetoric exer-
ted strong infl uence. Despite the educational reform no independent rhetorical 
treatises were written until the time of Callimachus Experiens’ Rhetorica. Th is 
work is modeled on Marcus Tullius Cicero’s and Georgios Trapezuntius’ works. 
Th e end of the century produced several works embodying new ideas. Th ese 
include Jan Ursyn’s Modus epistolandi (1491), W. Korwin’s Carminum structura 
(1496) and Hortulus elegantiorum (1502) by the same author. Th e fi rst commen-
taries on Aristotle’s Rhetoric were seen in the 15th century, from the pen of the 
Jagiellonian University scholars.

JAKUB Z. LICHAŃSKI
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Conclusion

It can be said that rhetoric in our part of Europe developed along with the 
development of universities and courts; royal, bishops, and others.  As previous-
ly noted, the development of rhetorical research in Hungary, Slovakia, Bohemia, 
and Poland in the 14th, 15th, and 16th century, had its roots in ancient, Byzanti-
ne, and humanistic tradition. Th is development had also specifi c characteristic, 
but the dominant were similar features. Th esis that the rhetorical perspective 
from which to view cultural or literary phenomena prevents the classifi cation of 
cultures as “superior” and “inferior” other cultures was confi rmed.
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Beata Gaj
University of Opole

THE LATIN MANUSCRIPTS AND OLD PRINTS 
CONNECTED WITH SILESIA NOWADAYS
PRESERVED IN THE ARCHIVE
OF JASNA GÓRA MONASTERY

Among Former Silesia’s Latin texts, rhetorical writings, both manuscripts and old prints, de-
serve special attention. In the Bright Mountain’s archive (Th e Archive of Jasna Góra Monaste-
ry), such a special place for Poles, we can fi nd interesting collections which are oft en combined 
old prints and manuscripts. In this article a couple of them, associated with Silesia through 
author or recipient, was analyzed: they are mainly addressed to Silesian pilgrims arriving to 
Bright Mountain – place of worship. Collection with I-33 and BC nr 97 signature, signature 
II-71 as well as Silesian’s - Walenty of Warta Promptuaria is remarkable. Homilies are distin-
guished by missionary-apologetic character, which is usually accompanied by vivid prospects. 
Th ought for visually and text availability for recipient thanks to the pictures refl ect in images 
and schemes, appealing moreover to rhetorical questions. We should also draw attention to 
strict relation or interplay between manuscript and printed parts. Th e last ones mark shape of 
the creation, meanwhile manuscript parts fi ll them in.

Analyzing the relations between the manuscripts and the old prints dated on 
the 16th and 17th century, everyone can deduce that both of them are based on 
strictly defi ned rhetorical rules and principles as well as both are concentrated 
on the oratorical usefulness. However, it would be more interesting to precisely 
evaluate their interconnections as well as to study the particular worth of them 
for the human culture. On the grounds of Silesian neo-Latin studies we can de-
lineate and enunciate some conclusions. For the needs of this short essay, I am 
going to present a couple of unknown collections - combined old prints and 
manuscripts. Th ere are collections with I-33 and BC nr 97 signatures, also with 
signature II-71. How was it then, that the relationships between the manuscripts 
and the old prints in the 16th and 17th centuries were understood as something 
evident and necessary? What was it that mattered to the Silesian people to such 
an extent that was considered worth preserving in the universal code of Latin 
literary activity?

Forum Artis Rhetoricae, ISSN 1733-1986, nr 4/2011, s.13-18
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In developing these issues I would like to share some observations from my 
experience in Classical Philology and Polish Studies, working on a regular basis 
on Silesian New Latin texts. A Silesian perspective is likely to bring slightly dif-
ferent conclusions to the ones, which are visible in the editions of Polish-Latin 
authors because the New Latin literature in Silesia had a specifi c character of 
a pan-language or even pan-culture uniting diff erent nations. Education in 
many Silesian schools in these centuries was based on universal rhetoric-literary 
culture to such a point that sometimes the national languages were not allowed 
to use to Latin’s benefi t1. According to many scholars, the Silesian people, as 
citizens of the most highly economically and socially developed district of Po-
land, had already from the Middle Ages a huge civilization, mind and spiritual 
opportunities for the maintenance of the leading position of their region in this 
part of Europe2, which also had an infl uence on the literature created there in 
Latin. Numerous “school” writings prove that the current themes widely discus-
sed in Europe were also well-known in Silesia like the theme of the problem of 
ciceronianism3. Meanwhile, the neo-Latin publications with reference to Silesia 
are still hardly fragmentary, despite the recent, undoubtedly valuable research 
on Silesian education, poetry, drama, emblematic or rhetoric. Th e basic obstacle 
is the fact that the New Latin texts are unavailable apart from special collections 
of the libraries. Th ere are no translations basic for the Silesian culture or even 
the Latin editions of Joachim Cureus, Martin Hanke or many others. In the col-
lection of Old-Polish epithalamia by Katarzyna Mroczek, hardly few wedding 
poems created in Silesia were included, and there are dozens of them4. Similarly, 
it is the case of hundreds and thousands of Silesian Latin theatralia (an eff ect of 
the activity of the so called school theatres in almost every Silesian city). Among 
this forgotten Silesian inheritance written in Latin there are old prints and ma-
nuscripts currently kept in probably the most important for Poles sanctuary’s 

1.    Compare J. Budzyński, Paideia humanistyczna, czyli wychowanie do kultury. Studium z dziejów klasycz-
nej edukacji w gimnazjach Xvi – XVIII wieku (na przykładzie Śląska), Częstochowa 2003, p. 120, 470.
2.    It is said that the Silesians played a dominating role in the development of the Cracow humanism, that 
they had a greatly developed chain of secondary schools as for instance the Walenty Trotzendorf ’s school of 
Złotoryja, in which Latin was propagated instead of the national languages in order to prevent discords on 
the ethnic grounds. Compare J. Budzyński, Paideia humanistyczna…, op.cit., p. 50, 82.
3.    Compare B. Gaj, Tradycje retoryczne na dawnym Śląsku (XVI – XVIII wiek), Katowice-Opole 2007, 
p. 100 and following.
4.    Compare B. Gaj, Ślązaczka. Pomiędzy rustica grossa et Pallas Silesiae- portret kobiety w literaturze łaciń-
skiego Śląska, Opole 2010, p. 222.

BEATA GAJ
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archive: Jasna Góra’s in Częstochowa city.
In connection to the recently more and more frequently confi rmed by scho-

lars5 necessity of looking at the printed collections of works from a perspective of 
their relation with handwritten tradition, it is worth to refl ect also on the means 
of presenting a new quality of New Latin literature to a modern reader, in which 
the oral, handwritten and printed traditions overlap. It seems interesting espe-
cially as a phenomenon, in which authentic orations are passed to rhetoric text-
books. Th e sermons were losing then their “natural voice”, but still could contain 
information, e.g. about the situation of creating or delivering the oration. Oppo-
site situations were also quite common: using oratorical collections in order to 
write sermons in a particular situation. An instance of the latter with reference 
to Silesia can be the handwritten sermons originated in the Convent of Wieluń, 
nowadays preserved in the Archive of Jasna Góra Monastery6, and especially 
the sermon De laudibus matrimonii, which is a praise of marriage. Th e editor of 
this text could not have end the preparation only on the traditional examinatio, 
recensio, and emendatio, as he needed to take into consideration the wider histo-
rical and religious context. Th e monastery of the Pauline Fathers, raised in 1383 
beyond the town Wieluń limits, was funded by the Silesian prince Władysław 
Opolczyk, who was then the sovereign of the Wieluń territory. Th e surrounding 
areas of Wieluń were the frontier land between Silesia, Little Poland and Greater 
Poland, and during the period of reformation constituted the “bulwark of Cat-
holicism”. Th ere in 1416 a provincial synod of the clergy under the leadership of 
the archbishop Mikołaj Trąba took place, which was directed against the Huss-
ites, and eight years later Jagiełło issued the Edict of Wieluń, which was suppo-
sed to stop the propagation of Jan Hus’s ideology. Th us, the place and context 
of the creation of the work is signifi cant during the text translation, since the 
sermon promoting the indissolubility of woman and man’s bond (unum caro in 
duo dividi non potest) was a kind of a diatribe, or even polemics with the infi dels’ 
beliefs. Th e discussed printing block of I-33 catalogue number from the Archive 
of Jasna Góra Monastery is fi rst and foremost remarkable because of the use of 
printed oratorical patterns. Th at is, on the fi rst pages it reveals the names of fo-
reign preachers, whose works were an inspiration for preparation of the sermon-
diatribe (these are, among other, Hannibal Roselli Calabri, Guillelmo Pepin, 

5.    Compare. M. Barłowska, Swada i milczenie. Zbiory oratorskie XVII – XVIII wieku – prolegomena fi lolo-
giczne, Katowice 2010, p. 222.
6.    Archive of Jasna Góra Monastery, signature: AJG I – 33
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Th omas Stapletonus Anglus, Guillelmo Oonselius, and John Osorius). Th e prin-
ting block contains also other manuscripts, or even prints devoted to ways of 
creating orations and delivering speeches (among others Ratio et Modus com-
ponendae orationis). Th e criterion of components selection of this handwritten-
printed compendium constitutes the key to the texts evaluation and their pre-
paration for publication. Th e manuscripts and prints, especially with reference 
to rhetoric theory and practice, are two diff erent pictures, but only the presence 
of both allows perceiving the features of each of them – therefore it is about one 
picture.7

Actually, they are manuscripts from 1674-1682 years, which appeal to the real 
image of the picture. It’s a collection of sermons given in Moravia and in Opawa 
on the occasion of consecutive Sundays and feasts. Directly aft er homily’s text In 
festo sancti Josephi there was put a picture-scheme created for St. Joseph’s patron 
saint, which surely was supposed to help the preacher in material selection and 
hierarchy of its coverage. Rhetorical questions of circumstances, showing us the 
truth, had a didactic destination for the future preachers but they also could 
have been a help for experienced speakers. Overall they were presenting full of 
sense, plain and regular space’s image for every reader, they were supposed to 
insure against popular in XVI age appearance of “splitting reality”8.

   Picture reproduced 
   from the manuscript.9

7.    Ibid., p. 316
8.    Compare J. A. Drob, Trzy zegary. Obraz czasu i przestrzeni w polskich kazaniach barokowych, Lublin 
1998, p. 212
9.    Compare B. Gaj , Tradycje…, p. 89

BEATA GAJ
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Th e other sermons in the collection, except for rhetorical features, have rat-
her predominant apologetic – missionary character. Ascertainment that a lot of 
Christians mistrust God (plurimi Christiani non credunt Deo) became an Eastern 
sermon’s starting point. People should disown their opinions, what’s advised by 
St. Paul and trust the words concluded in the Bible. However, many rhetorical 
ways was also used here in order to convince the listeners about the truth placed 
in the sermon. One of them is a rhetorical approbation of pain, which is showed 
not only as a something inevitable but also as a necessary and indispensable 
thing for the Christians desiring reaching the heaven. Author (or only orator) of 
this sermon can be identifi ed as the only one in this collection. It was a P. Kmitt, 
who delivered this homily in 1674.

In turn, the oldest manuscript „Silesian” sermons kept in Jasna Góra’s ar-
chives are connected with the person of Walenty from Warta – Silesian, who 
was the sixth prior of Jasna Góra and was in government for two terms, about 
what informs us the late annotation made on the manuscript by another prea-
cher. Th ey were given to the pilgrims arriving to Jasna Góra in 1589 year, among 
other things, from Silesia (the oldest organized pilgrim arrived there from Sile-
sian Gliwice). Sermons titled Promptuaria pauperis concionatoris in laudem et 
gloriam omnipotentis Dei pro utilitate peregrinorum in Clarum Montem frater 
Valentinus Wartensis, were written in easy language with spare imagery and not 
really well-developed sentences. Th ere’s defi nitely visible their oratorical desti-
nation to indirect enunciation. Eff ect of paraphrase overuse, that is to say elabo-
rate metaphor, more frequent age later, doesn’t appear here. On the other hand, 
the preacher is using frequent repetitions, rhetorical questions, apostrophes and 
exclamation sentences, thanks to which the aggregate picks up the features of 
very emotional declamation. It looks, in any case, like a feature of many contem-
porary manuscript declamations, matching printed schemes of orations to the 
circumstances, which rich in sophisticated periphrasis, compose some kind of 
template, individual use pattern.

Th e prints and manuscripts in Latin, written in Old Silesia especially in the 
16th and 17th century are more numerous than the prints in modern language 
or hellenica. However, they frequently have references to texts of diff erent lan-
guage, which became a dominating tendency in the 18th century. Th e rhetoric 
varietas in the Silesian New Latin texts seems to be especially accentuated: joi-
ning fragments of the same text in diff erent languages, mixing genres (e.g. in-
cluding fragments of a funeral oration in a speech about a new wedding), setting 
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together prints and manuscripts, constant emphasizing the diversity, these are 
probably the most signifi cant features of those texts.  Also the solely Latin texts 
stay in a certain correlation in the Renaissance fi rst and foremost with rhetorical 
theory and practice, and then with another things like missionary or apologetic 
tradition in the national languages. Th e manuscripts and the prints still create 
the same picture; though diverse and multicolored such as diverse and variega-
ted is the Latin Silesia’s literature and trials of its present-day interpretation.

BEATA GAJ
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Table of Contents

Editorial,
Maria ZAŁĘSKA, ‘Rhetoric’ and ‘Ritual’: Between Neutral Meaning 
and Negative Connotation,
Marcin MIERZEJEWSKI, Argumentation on the Internet. Selected 
Elements of Argumentative Stylistics in Hypertext, 
Małgorzata PIETRZAK, Contemporary Audience in the World 
of Rhetoric, Culture and Art. Th e Signifi cance of Th eatre in Creating 
Rhetorical Awareness in the Audience,
Dorota OLESZCZAK, Th e Rhetoric of Leszek Miller’s Speeches – 
Prolegomena to Analysis, 
Violetta JULKOWSKA, Th e Rhetoric of Winston Churchill’s Wartime 
Speeches. Th e Art of Adding Meaning to Historical Events,
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an Attempt at a Summary.

Editorial

Dear Readers!
You are entering the fi rst issue of the fi rst Polish periodical devoted to the sub-

ject of rhetoric in the widest understanding of the term and to the phenomenon
that is sometimes referred to as rhetoric culture. It is published by Warsaw 
University’s Research Facility in History and Th eory of Rhetoric, which also 
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off ers classes in rhetoric, meeting and conferences that encourage discussion 
and debate and publishes books devoted to this subject matter. We welcome eve-
rybody who wishes to write about rhetoric and who fi nds this topic close to their 
heart.

In the Articles/Dissertationes section, we present dissertations concerning all 
topics relating to rhetoric. In the current issue, we include  some pieces origina-
ting from the third conference of the series Rhetoric in literature studies (21-22 
February 2004, Warsaw University) and an article attempting to assess the pre-
sent stage of research on rhetoric in Poland.

Th e Translations/Interpretationis section, for which your contributions will 
be greatly welcome, includes translations of either the newest works on the sub-
ject or older but less known papers which nevertheless raise important issues 
concerning rhetoric. Th is issue includes an article by Prof. Janice R. Walker of 
Georgia Southern University (Satesboro, USA).

In the New Publications, reviews/Librorum existimationes section, we off er 
information about the newest academic literature or important academic, (and 
sometimes cultural), events relating to rhetoric culture in general.

In the Current News/Recentiora section, we provide information concerning 
important events, conferences, meetings, and lectures relating to rhetoric cultu-
re in general. In the current issue, I would like to draw your attention to the an-
nouncement about the fourth rhetoric conference Rhetoric and argumentation 
and a declamation contest. Also, I would like you to be aware of the report on the 
2nd Oxford Discussions Competition.

Finally, the Advertisements/Nuntii section incorporates additiomal informa-
tion including letters to and from the editors.

We would like to inform you in advance that every third issue in a given year 
will include a short report on the Facility’s activities concerning both substan-
tive actions and fi nancial issues. As an exception, this year the report will be 
published in the second issue.

We look forward to your collaboration as authors and promoters of the idea 
of the return to rhetoric: classical rhetoric, Aristotle’s téchne rhetoriké and Plato’s 
notion of kalokagathia.

Jakub Z. Lichanski
Editor in chief

FAR, FASC1, 2004
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Maria Załęska

‘RHETORIC’ AND ‘RITUAL’: BETWEEN NEUTRAL MEANING

AND NEGATIVE CONNOTATION

Th e article discusses semantic evolution of the words ‘rhetoric’ and ‘ritual’, 
both on the level of language and metalanguage. Th e author shows how scientifi c 
defi nitions diverge from popular awareness. Th e author demonstrates that both 
terms become so-called contextual synonyms on this popular level and draws 
attention to the importance of distinguishing them, especially during the edu-
cational process.

Marcin Mierzejewski

ARGUMENTATION ON THE INTERNET.

SELECTED ELEMENTS OF ARGUMENTATIVE STYLISTICS IN HYPERTEXT

Th e article presents unique argumentation that may be found in hypertext. 
Th e author does not analyse any given hypertext but analyses its instances in 
which the author’s intention to infl uence and persuade others is obvious or so 
much as even clearly stated. Th e author presents selected elements of argumen-
tative stylistics in hypertext in opposition to linear text.

Małgorzata Pietrzak

THE CONTEMPORARY AUDIENCE IN THE WORLD OF RHETORIC,

CULTURE AND ART. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THEATRE IN CREATING 

RHETORICAL AWARENESS IN THE AUDIENCE.

Th e aim of the article is to show a few rhetorical strategies used currently, 
mainly in theatres and fi lm industry, to show the diff erence between manipu-
lation and reliable message. Th e author attempts to present how rhetoric may 
facilitate understanding various codes used by contemporary art.

Dorota Oleszczak

THE RHETORIC OF LESZEK MILLER’S SPEECHES –

PROLEGOMENA TO ANALYSIS

The author demonstrates the thesis that Leszek Miller’s speeches have 
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a designed linguistic shape which enables the prime minister to use particular 
rhetorical strategies to create a bond with his audience, change their conduct 
and persuade them to accept presented argumentation.

Violetta Julkowska

THE RHETORIC OF WINSTON CHURCHILL’S WARTIME SPEECHES.

THE ART OF ADDING MEANING TO HISTORICAL EVENTS

Th e article demonstrates the thesis that Winston Churchill’s wartime spee-
ches possessed great rhetorical power in the sense that they added meaning to 
the events in progress. Th e author tries to show that the speaker consciously cre-
ated conditions for perlocutive eff ect to evoke a particular and intended reaction 
in the audience. At the same time, the author presents the rhetorical mecha-
nisms which enabled the speaker to include in his speeches the main elements 
of his political agenda.

Ewa Jarmołowicz

CREATING OCCURRENCES WITH THE AID OF NONVERBAL BEHAVIOUR 

AIMED AT INTERPRETATION

Th e aim of the article is to discuss so-called ‘body language’. Th e author quo-
tes some classical works on the subject, Quintilian among others, but includes 
the current literature on the subject as well. One of the issues brought up by the 
author is the communicative intention expressed through gestures.

Jakub Z. Lichański

RHETORIC IN POLAND – BIBLIOGRAPHIES’ ANALYSIS

AND DETERMINING CONDITIONS AND TRENDS IN RESEARCH;

AN ATTEMPT AT A SUMMARY

Th e author presents an analysis of the attempts at bibliographical presenta-
tions of rhetorical issues in Poland to date, discusses the main trends in previous 
works and indicates necessary future studies. Th e article contains mainly biblio-
graphies but it draws attention to many important synthesist works as well.

FAR, FASC1, 2004
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FORUM ARTIS RHETORICAE, fasc. 2, 2004

Table of Contents

Jakub Z. LICHAŃSKI, Rhetoric and Literature [on the example of Norwid’s 
lyric W Weronie (In Verona)], 
Małgorzata PIETRZAK, Th e Options of Interpretation and Performance of 
Konstandinos Kawafi s’s Poetry

Editorial

Dear Readers!
Th e second issue of Fortum Artis Rhetoricae is devoted to the subject of rhe-

toric as a research method in analysing literature.
In the Articles/Dissertationes section we present, as promised, English sum-

maries of the articles from the fi rst issue followed by three current articles. Th e 
fi rst article raises the question of applying rhetoric in literary research and in-
cludes a demonstration analysis of Cyprian Norwid’s poem In Verona. Th e se-
cond article analyses poems by Konstandinos Kawafi s, and the third investigates 
a drama by Eugene Ionesco.

For the fi rst time we include a section that will be recurring in this periodical: 
A review of selected rhetorical publications / Index operum recens editorum, quae 
ad artem rhetoricam spectant. In the next few issues you will be presented with 
a review of the most recent rhetorical works published in Poland.

In the New Publications, reviews/Librorum existimationes section we inclu-
de a review of a book devoted to the infl uence of Chaim Perelmann’s Nouvel-
le Rhetorique and an excerpt from a discussion concerning the issue Rhetoric 
and Economy, including works by authors such as D. McCloskey, P. Arida, M.N. 
Rothbard.

In the Current News/Recentiora section we give you information concerning 
our meetings and lectures on rhetoric at Warsaw University during this and the 
next academic year. We also include an announcement about a permanent rhe-
toric seminar that will commence in the 2005/2006 academic year.

Finally, in the Advertisements/Nuntii section we present four issues: announ-
cements regarding Colloquium: Rational Argument in Classical Rhetoric (June 
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2005), the Conference Rhetoric and Economics: An Interdisciplinary Conferen-
ce (June 2005), and the Fift h Rhetorical Conference – RHETORIC AND ITS 
PRACTICAL APPLICATION (February 2006) as well as the report concerning 
the activities of the Polish Society for Rhetoric in the years 2000-2004.

We look forward to your collaboration as authors and promoters of the idea 
of the return to rhetoric: classical rhetoric, Aristotle’s téchne rhetoriké and Plato’s 
notion of kalokagathia.

Jakub Z. Lichanski
Editor in chief

Jakub Z. Lichański

RHETORIC AND LITERATURE [ON THE EXAMPLE OF NORWID’S LYRIC

W WERONIE (IN VERONA)]

Time! on whose arbitrary wing
Th e varying hours must fl ag or fl y,

Whose tardy winter, fl eeting spring,
But drag or drive us on to die – 

G.G.Byron, To Time

Th e article exemplifi es applying rhetorical theory to literary research. Th e 
fi rst part discusses the theoretical assumptions of the article and presents tools 
of the analysis. Th ese include: rhetorical criticism and K. Burk’s thesis, the so-
called philosophemic analysis (Schmazriedt), which is preceded by a rundown of 
Hans Blumenberg’s views and an analytical technique based on the application 
of the traditional rhetorical notions. Th e starting point of the discussion is a refe-
rence to Aristotle’s opinions from Poetics (Arist., poet., XIX, 1456b34-35), where 
he makes a distinction between thinking (diánoia) and linguistic form (léksis). 
Th e second part contains rhetorical analysis of Cyprian Norwid’s poem W We-
ronie (In Verona). Th e author shows that only rhetorical tools enable exposing 
completely the poet’s creative intention completely.

FAR, FASC.2, 2004
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Małgorzata Pietrzak

THE OPTIONS OF INTERPRETATION AND PERFORMANCE

OF KONSTANDINOS KAWAFIS’S POETRY

Th e author shows the options of interpretation in the Polish translation of 
poems by one of the greatest Greek poets of the 20th century – Konstantinos Ka-
wafi s. She draws attention to the conscious use of topoi by the poet referring to 
the legacy of the ancient Greece. In addition, the author points out the manner 
in which the translation, made by one of the best Polish experts in antiquity, 
Zygmunt Kubiak, conditions the options of actors’ live interpretation and per-
formance of Kawafi s’s poetry.

FORUM ARTIS RHETORICAE, fasc. 3-4, 2005

Table of Contents

Jan WOLEŃSKI, Rhetorical Meaning of Metalogical Notions,
Ryszard KLESZCZ, Th eory of Argumentation, Philosophy, Logic. 
Comments on Chaim Perelman’s Th eory,
Jakub Z. LICHAŃSKI, Quintilian vs. Perelman. One or Many Th eories 
of Rhetoric; Questions Concerning Argumentation,
Maria ZAŁĘSKA, Argumentation From the Point of View of Linguistics 
and Rhetoric,
Marcin MACIEJEWSKI, Pragmatic Aspects of Argumentation,
Ewa RUDNICKA, Reception of the Mechanism of Argumentative Th inking 
in Lexicographical Studies’ Microstructure,
Anna BULANDA, Rhetoric of the Inaugural Addresses of Twentieth 
Century U.S. Presidents, 
Anna KAPUŚCIŃSKA, Rhetorical and Ideological Aspects of the Topos 
of Epic Landscape in the Poems of Aurelius Prudentius Clemens
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Editorial

Dear Readers!
Th e third and fourth issues of Forum Artis Rhetoricae are devoted to the sub-

ject matter relating to the Fourth Rhetorical Conference i.e. rhetoric and argu-
mentation. Th is issue includes the fi rst froup of articles from that conference 
- deliberations devoted mostly to general topics. Th e discussion is opened with 
a text by Jan Woleński showing certain convergence between rhetoric and logic, 
especially in the course of discussing metalogical issues and certain kinds of 
rhetorical reasoning. 

Jakub Z. Lichański discusses in his text the pattern of rhetorical reasoning 
and suggests the existence of a single theory of rhetoric, while Michał Kleszcz 
approaches issues concerning the philosophical and logical views of Chaim Pe-
relman in reference to his theory of argumentation. Articles by Maria Załęska, 
Marcin Maciejewski and Ewa Rudnicka discuss connections/diff erences be-
tween rhetoric, linguistics, and pragmalinguistics and how rhetoric infl uences 
linguistics, e.g. in lexicography.

Th e issue concludes with detailed two treatises discussing issues of general 
interest. Anna Bulanda present how rhetorical argumentation is utilised in inau-
gural speeches of American presidents. On the other hand, Anna Kapuścińska 
discusses the development of rhetorical argumentation employing ancient tra-
ditions in the early Christian poetry.

Th e remaining papers from the conference will be published in the fi ft h and 
sixth issues of our periodical.

Jakub Z. Lichanski
Editor in chief

Jan Woleński 

RHETORICAL MEANING OF METALOGIC NOTIONS

Metalogic researches the properties of logical systems sensu stricto. Logic 
sensu stricto is a connection of rules in which every one can be transformed 
into reliable rule of inference i.e. a rule that never leads from truth to falsehood. 
Th is corresponds with the standard defi nition of logical as follows. In the simplest 

FAR, FASC.3-4, 2005
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case, i.e. when one sentence follows from another, e.g. sentence B follows logi-
cally from sentence A, then it is impossible for A to be true and B false. Since the 
phrase “it is impossible” is vague, the precise defi nition is: sentence B follows 
from sentence A if and only if every model of sentence A is a model of sentence B 
as well. Th e notion “model” used in the defi nition belongs to metalogic vocabu-
lary as well. Other metalogical notions include the following: proof, non-contra-
diction, axiom etc. Reasoning studied by metalogic understood in this manner 
coincides with deductive reasoning, i.e. reasoning, in which conclusion follows 
logically-formed premises.

Metalogic may be understood more broadly, i.e. in a manner, which would 
involve studying any kind of argumentation. Th e simplest way of broadening 
the scope is to include inductive reasoning, then analogical reasoning and fi -
nally any kind of argumentation. Every argumentation may be presented as a 
fi nite sequence of sentences, in which the last one is its thesis (conclusion), and 
every subsequent sentence is obtained from the previous one through the use of 
varying means. Such extended metalogic must utilise additional notions such as 
justifi cation, explanation, support, etc.  

Th e crucial aim of argumentation is convincing someone about something, 
the subject of persuasion possibly being a multi-million viewer television au-
dience. To achieve the goal, the speaker utilises a multitude of persuasive means, 
rhetorical or eristic devices, refering to metalogical notions in a manner both 
reliable and unreliable. He is more reliable when stating that his thesis results 
from premises, has a proof, is justifi ed or gives an explanation. Th e legal no-
tion of proof provides a typical example. As a matter of fact, the court’s thesis 
is seldom proven deductively: – more oft en it is justifi ed only empirically but is 
referred to as proven.

Ryszard Kleszcz

THEORY OF ARGUMENTATION, PHILOSOPHY, LOGIC.

COMMENTS ON CHAIM PERELMAN’S THEORY

Chaim Perelman is the author of one of the better-known argumentation 
theories. His idea of argumentation theory derives from the belief that the tools 
supplied by logic are insuffi  cient in order to justify in practical fi elds. Th e subject 
of argumentation theory is studying discourse techniques, which allow promp-
ting / strengthening the audience’s consent concerning theses it is supposed 
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to accept. Th e article discusses the main features of argumentation theory and at 
the same time points to its aspects that raise doubts. Th ese doubts concern both 
certain philosophical assumptions, understanding of its logic and its function, 
and certain detailed issues pertaining to argumentation itself.

Jakub Z. Lichański

QUINTILIAN VS. PERELMAN. ONE OR MANY THEORIES OF RHETORIC; 

QUESTIONS CONCERNING ARGUMENTATION

Th e aim of the article is to present two questions: the fi rst is whether there is 
one or are there more theories of argumentation, and the second is what  is the 
so-called rhetorical theory of argumentation. According to the author, the ans-
wer to the fi rst question is obvious; there is only one theory of rhetoric, which for 
the purposes of the article is called the theory of Aristotle – Quintilian – Dio-
nysius of Halicarnassus / Hermogenes. Th e answer to the second question is 
more complex: the author suggests that rhetorical theory of argumentation is 
generally based on probable reasoning and uses uncertain premises. However, 
the author concludes that the the argumentative structures themselves must be 
or – should be absolutely correct.

Maria Załęska

ARGUMENTATION FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF LINGUISTICS

AND RHETORIC

Linguistics and rhetoric describe argumentation on diff erent levels of gene-
rality. Linguistics concentrates on the problem of understanding language, the-
refore analysing those argumentative and persuasive phenomena, which result 
from the complex combined interplay of semantic, syntactic, pragmatic, and 
cognitive mechanisms that are oft en subconscious for the users of any language. 
On the other hand, rhetoric’s main occupation is consciously structured argu-
mentation, which is analysed on the basis of larger linguistic structures, texts in 
particular. Linguistic and rhetorical methods of argumentation research may 
provide a mutual source of inspiration and lead to better understanding of this 
complex issue.

FAR, FASC.3-4, 2005



29A SUMMARY OF ISSUES 1 TROUGH 23...

Marcin Maciejewski

PRAGMATIC ASPECTS OF ARGUMENTATION

Th e aim of the article is a refl ection on how argumentation should be per-
ceived with references to pragmatics and speech act theory in particular. Th e 
key issue is to decide whether argumentation is a separate speech act or only an 
element of speaker’s more general action. Questioning the status of argumenta-
tion with the use of the framework presented above carries with it implications 
important to the methodology of argumentation research.

Th ere are two perspectives in the approach toward argumentation, which, in 
turn, refl ect trends in its research. Th e fi rst one concerns argumentation from 
the point of view of logic: the other, which is of interest to the author, is the 
perspective of pragmatics. Th e author concentrates on the attempts of the sides 
performing the act of argumentation to fulfi l their goals, e.g. in politics – gai-
ning support during an election convention, improving one’s image, damaging 
other candidate’s image etc. Th e author argues that these motives of external 
nature, regulating and shaping relationships with other people are oft en points 
of departure for acts of argumentation. Th ey serve to provide a speaker with 
exact benefi ts. Th ese factors may condition not only the beginning of the above-
mentioned acts, but their course as well.

Ewa Rudnicka

RECEPTION OF THE MECHANISM OF ARGUMENTATIVE THINKING

IN LEXICOGRAPHICAL STUDIES’ MICROSTRUCTURE

Th e purpose of dictionaries is describing a language in a given historical mo-
ment. However, more profound investigation of dictionaries’ structure, which 
takes into account the history of lexicography, permits us to observe the infl uen-
ce of rhetorical notions and patterns on dictionaries’ composition. Th is article is 
devoted to a discussion of refl ection of argumentative principles’ in dictionaries 
and to rhetorical inspirations behind applied methods. Th e  microstructure of 
a dictionary was submitted to an in-depth analysis to expose a functional ana-
logy between an entry’s elements and an argument’s patterns. Th e aim of the ar-
ticle is to show the infl uence of rhetoric based working technique on the contents 
and form of dictionaries and to drawing attention to the temporal variability of 
rhetoric’s strength of infl uence on lexicography.
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Anna Bulanda

RHETORIC OF THE INAUGURAL ADDRESSES OF TWENTIETH CENTURY 

U.S. PRESIDENTS

Th e article presents the inaugural addresses in the context of the rhetori-
cal presidency that arose in that century. Th e analysis of eleven motifs shared 
by most of the inaugural speeches proves their dual nature. On the one hand, 
the motifs have permanent elements, which refl ect the continuous features of 
American political culture and tradition. On the other hand, some aspects of 
a given motif are transient since presidents adjust the arguments to a particular 
historical moment.

Anna Kapuścińska

RHETORICAL AND IDEOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF THE TOPOS OF EPIC 

LANDSCAPE IN THE POEMS OF AURELIUS PRUDENTIUS CLEMENS

Th e paper provides a thematic study concerning an important but disregar-
ded problem connected with rhetorical and ideological aspects of the topos of 
epic landscape in the poetry of the most important poet in the early Christiani-
ty – Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, ca. 405 C.E. Th e “Christian Virgil” employs 
the imagery of nature in its conventional, rhetorical shape as formed in pagan 
literature, but his purposes surpass the simple dialogue or playing with classical 
tradition. Th e analysis shows that Prudentius preferred that his reader join in 
the dialogue between that tradition and the evangelical system of values and no-
tions. Th us, in the hexametric poem Hamartigenia we can observe an inversion 
of ancient topoi i.e. locus amoenus and locus horridus. Th eir typical semantics 
were diametrically denied as a result of a change in construction of a parabolic 
story about two brothers. Th anks to that, the poet managed to deliver a generous 
thesis concerning delusions of pagan axiology and epistemology. On the other 
hand, the next work entitled Cathemerinon Prudentius, ennobles the classical 
topic of epic landscape, and shows its universality with the help of the vision of 
Eden as well as with the image of Christ’s sheepfold, which are furnished with 
all requisites typical for Homeric - Virgilian locus amoenus. Finally, we can fi nd 
the rhetorical disposition in Prudentius’ Peristephanon, in which the topic of 
locus horridus is the method of amplifi cation of Christian martyrs’ heroism and 
torment.

FAR, FASC.3-4, 2005
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FORUM ARTIS RHETORICAE, fasc. 5-6, 2005

Table of Contents

Barbara BOGOŁĘBSKA, Methods if Persuasion and Stylistics 
of Argumentation in Feature Writing, 
Dorota OLESZCZAK, Libertarian Reading of the Ancients: Between 
Interpretation and Manipulation,
Agnieszka KRUSZYŃSKA, Sanctity as  an Argumentative Category. 
Medieval Hagiography in Contemporary Literature,
Małgorzata PIETRZAK, Argumentation Issues in an Artistic Text 
in a Non-artistic Presentation (Exemplifi ed by Dante’s Th e Divine Comedy),
Marek SKWARA, „Non-artistic” Means of Persuasion in 17th Century 
Polish Funeral Orations,
Ewa NADOLSKA-MĘTEL, Th e Use of Rhetorical Methods in Drama 
Research,
Artur ZAWISZA, Methods of Argumentation in the Parliamentary 
Investigation Committees

Editorial

Dear Readers!
Th e fi ft h and sixth issues of Forum Artis Rhetoricae introduce the remaining 

part of papers presented during the 4th Rhetorical Conference devoted to rheto-
ric and argumentation.

In the Articles/Dissertationes section we present articles prepared, which 
were for the conference but underwent changes under its infl uence. Th ese texts 
are devoted mainly to in-depth analyses and oft en bring interesting research 
implications.

In the A review of selected rhetorical publications/Index operum recens edi-
torum, quae ad artem rhetoricam spectant section we continue a review of the 
most recent rhetorical works published in Poland.

In the Current News/Recentiora we present a report from the 15th Conference 
of ISHR, which took place in Los Angeles in July 2005.

Finally, in the Advertisements/Nuntii section we publish another announcement 
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concerning the 5th Rhetorical Conference Th e Interdisciplinary Nature of Rheto-
ric, February 2006, and give information regarding a regular seminar in rheto-
ric, which will start in the 2005/2006 academic year. 

We look forward to your collaboration as authors and promoters of the idea 
of the return to rhetoric: classical rhetoric, Aristotle’s téchne rhetoriké and Plato’s 
notion of kalokagathia.

Jakub Z. Lichanski
Editor in chief

Barbara Bogołębska

METHODS OF PERSUASION AND STYLISTICS OF ARGUMENTATION 

IN FEATURE WRITING

Th e source material for the article comes from contemporary journalism, of-
ten published in the form of books, and interviews, collections of feature articles, 
reportages, reviews, and genres at the border of journalism and literature such 
as essays. Rhetoric is understood here as a theory of persuasive communication 
including stylistic fi elds as well. Th is understanding of the term is immersed in 
the pragmatic current. In diverse kinds of public discourse aimed at eff ective 
persuasion, both illocutive and perlocutive levels of expression are important.

Dorota Oleszczak

LIBERTARIAN READING OF THE ANCIENTS: BETWEEN INTERPRETATION 

AND MANIPULATION

Th e studies of libertarian culture of the 17th century, revived and renewed 
under the infl uence of already classic work by René Pintard, sparked the interest 
of scholars from many fi elds of the humanities. Th e libertarian movement is 
subject to analyses by historians, specialists in religious studies, philosophers 
and philologists of diff erent specialities. Researchers in the area of rhetoric may 
be interested in following through the argumentative structures in libertarian 
writings and in anti-libertarian polemics as well, studying specifi c language usa-
ge, e. g. the manner in which anti-theological and political critiques were linked, 
or analysing intertextual relations between the writings and the sources of the 
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libertarian thought.
Th e text concentrates on issues connected with the last aspect of the abo-

vementioned problems and attempts to present, in brief, the question of liber-
tarian reading of ancient writers, the methods of reception and techniques of 
utilising the ancient writings as a set of arguments in their discussions with the 
opponents.

Agnieszka Kruszyńska

SANCTITY AS AN ARGUMENTATIVE CATEGORY.

MEDIEVAL HAGIOGRAPHY IN CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE

Th e article analyses ‘sanctity’ as an argumentative category. Th e author exa-
mines how medieval hagiography is utilised in contemporary literature, and 
whether it is adopted from the ancient tradition or whether it undergoes a pecu-
liar modernisation. Th e author analyses works of writers such as following: Zofi a 
Kossak (Divine Madmen), and Władysław Jan Grabski (Th e Tale of Jarl Bronisz, 
Świdnica Rhapsody). According to the author sanctity perceived as argumentati-
ve category ceases to connect with parenesis in contemporary literature; instead, 
it is used to present the protagonist’s motivation and shows a saint as a ‘homo 
viator’.

Małgorzata Pietrzak

ARGUMENTATION ISSUES IN AN ARTISTIC TEXT IN A NON-ARTISTIC 

PRESENTATION. EXEMPLIFIED BY DANTE’S THE DIVINE COMEDY.

Using an excerpt from Dante’s Th e Divine Comedy as an example together 
with an analysis of assignments done by the students, the author shows why 
certain artistic texts do not work in non-artistic circumstances. She provides 
strong support for the thesis that artistic texts, i.e. texts that constitute an in-
tegral part of an artistic work, e.g. characters’ monologues, are created exclusi-
vely for the purposes of a particular dramatic situation included in the text and 
a dramatic situation recreated onstage during an artistic performance, e.g. du-
ring a declamation contest, a school celebration performance or a soirée. Proble-
mas arise when an artistic text is to be used in a public performance situation e.g. 
a political address, a sermon or a court speech. Th ese situations despite utilising 
identical rhetoric components both on the level of text and tools, are alien to this 
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kind of text and cause a situation in which an artistic text is not only impossible 
to perform but change its function within the public performance and the me-
aning of the public situation itself as well.

Marek Skwara

‘NON-ARTISTIC’ MEANS OF PERSUASION IN 17TH CENTURY POLISH 

FUNERAL ORATIONS

Th e author analyses the issue of so-called ‘non-artistic’ proofs and their em-
ployment in specifi c texts, in this case 17th century Polish funeral orations. In 
popular opinion ‘non-artistic proofs’ constitute truth and ‘artistic’ ones probabi-
lity. According to the author, so far as rhetoric is concerned, both types of proofs 
are ‘misleading’ (mendax) i.e. they are neither true nor false (fallax) but only 
probable. Th e author believes that remembering ‘non-artistic’ means of persua-
sion appears to be necessary for the purposes of analysing the functional litera-
ture of the past. In Polish funeral orations of the 17th century, they were applied 
not only universally but skilfully as well, serving to please the audience.

Ewa Nadolska-Mętel

THE USE OF THE RHETORICAL METHOD IN DRAMA RESEARCH

Th e use of the rhetorical method in drama research is the topic of this author’s 
consideration. Th is method, which is particularly intended to analyse a given 
dramatic text in the aspect of its persuasion, must take into consideration the 
complexity of the communicative situation presented in a drama. A receiver, 
outside of the text, does not participate directly in a message conveyed by an 
author, outside of the text, but by the author’s the protagonist, inside of the text, 
functioning in the text, who introduces various characters and reveals himself 
only in stage directions. It is therefore diffi  cult to understand the intentions of 
author’s the protagonist who is the main transmitting tool in the text. Th e per-
suasive processes take place not only on an author’s subject- an outside of text 
receiver level, but also on a character (an inside of text sender)- a character (an 
inside of text receiver) level.

Th e rhetorical method focuses on the following tasks: 1) the isolation of rhe-
toric entities on the basis of thematic, dramatic and persuasive criteria; 2) the 
research of persuasive process within each rhetoric entity in reference to three 
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rhetoric fi elds: inventio, dispositio, and elocution; 3) the research of the persua-
sive process in the whole text made on the basis of the results of rhetoric analy-
ses of entities and in accordance with the established description rules. As far 
as rhetoric fi elds are concerned, inventio is essential. It gathers all statements 
and helps to fi nd the evidence and methods of persuasion. In the case of dra-
ma, action constitutes this fi eld. It is, on the one hand, a pretext of persuasion 
process development but on the other hand, it is also its material, which has 
a persuasive power. In drama, action accumulates around certain persuasive aims, 
which should be shown. Th e aim is to make a receiver aware of a certain thesis. 
One thesis may be supported by various arguments which should be found and 
classifi ed in a certain way. Th e division of argumentation methods proposed by 
Ch. Perelman may be useful in such classifi cation.

Th e rhetorical method mentioned above was employed in case of the dra-
matic poem titled “Adam’s death” (1929) in order to show how the method fun-
ctions in critical analysis of literature.

Artur Zawisza

METHODS OF ARGUMENTATION IN THE PARLIAMENTARY 

INVESTIGATION COMMITTEES

Th e article investigates methods of argumentation applied during the Polish 
committees’ live broadcasts, both by the committees’ members and the people 
they questioned. Th e author attempts to answer several questions: Is there a con-
nection between presented argumentation and the situation of exposure in the 
media of the committees’ meetings? What kind of audience is the centre of ar-
gumentation? What doubts and reservations stem from employed methods of 
argumentation?

Th e author fi nds justifi cation for the research on methods of argumentation 
used during the committees’ meetings in Chaim Perelman’s work: “Examining 
arguments and conditions of their presentation as well is the subject of the new 
rhetoric which extends and strengthens Aristotle’s rhetoric”.

Th e unclear position of parliamentary investigation committees in the Polish 
democratic system makes it diffi  cult to defi ne the type of elocution to which spe-
eches of the parties partaking in the meetings belong. Th e language of particular 
people taking the fl oor does not allow for explicit categorisation with respect to 
kinds of speeches, e.g. political, judicial, exemplary, as classifi ed by ancient, but 
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still relevant, elocution textbooks. However, superfi cial analysis of that language 
allows it to be related to ‘criticism’ genre as defi ned in the Rhetoric to Alexander 
textbook by Anaxymenes of Lampsakos. Th is analysis is presented in the second 
part of the article.

FORUM ARTIS RHETORICAE, fasc. 7, 2006
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Cezar M. ORNATOWSKI, Rhetoric and Science: Oxymoron or Tautology,
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Jakub Z. LICHAŃSKI, Rhetoric and Economy – the Field of Disputes and 
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Editorial

Dear Readers!
You are reading the seventh issue of the fi rst Polish periodical dealing with 

rhetoric. It is published by Warsaw University’s in History and Th eory of Rhe-
toric Research Facility and Th e Polish Society for Rhetoric, which also off ers 
classes in rhetoric, schedules debates and publishes books dealing with this sub-
ject-matter. We welcome everybody who wishes to write about rhetoric and who 
fi nds this topic close to their heart.

In the Articles/Dissertationes section we present the dissertations concerning 
all topics relating to rhetoric and science, in general – the topics relating to rhe-
toric and economics. Th e opening article by Cezar Ornatowski shows certain 
convergence between rhetoric and science. Mateusz Machaj and Jan Lewiński 
discuss in their text the history of methodology in economics, e.g. L. von Mises’ 
theory, and describe the content of Friedman’s and McCloskey’s methodological 
revolutions in light of earlier discussions on method. Jakub Z. Lichański shows 
connections/diff erences between rhetoric and economics from a rhetorical 

1.
2.

3.

FAR, FASC.7, 2006



37A SUMMARY OF ISSUES 1 TROUGH 23...

point of view.
In the Translations/Interpretationes section we present an article by Prof. 

Heinrich E. Plett about modernisation of rhetoric.
In the A review of selected rhetorical publications / Index operum recens edito-

rum, quae ad artem rhetoricam spectant section we continue to keep you abreast 
of the newest Polish academic literature relating to rhetoric or rhetoric culture 
in general.

In the New Publications, reviews/Librorum existimationes section we present 
brief descriptions of books by Gershom Sholem, Roland Meynet, and Tamara E. 
Achwatowicz and a compilation edited by Gert Ueding.

In the Current News/Recentiora section we will say a few words about the late 
Professor Mirosław Korolko and give some information about Loci communes 
in Polish Literature (15th-18th c.) the conference held in Pobierowo in November, 
2006.

Finally, in the Advertisements/Nuntii section we publish another announce-
ment concerning the 6th Rhetorical Conference, Rhetoric and Religion scheduled 
in September/October 2007, and give information regarding a regular seminar 
in rhetoric, which will be available in the 2006/2007 academic year, and regar-
ding the next issues of our periodical. We will give information about the aut-
hors of the current issue of our periodical.

We anticipate your collaboration as authors and promoters of the idea of the 
return to rhetoric: classical rhetoric, Aristotle’s téchne rhetoriké and Plato’s no-
tion of kalokagathia.

Jakub Z. Lichanski
Editor in chie

Cezar M. Ornatowski

RHETORIC OF SCIENCE: OXYMORON OR TAUTOLOGY?1

SCIENCE AND RHETORIC: A CHANGING RELATIONSHIP

Until recently, the notion of a “rhetoric of science” may have appeared oxy-
moronic. Traditional conceps of science as the embodiment of disinterested, 

1.    Th e title was inspired by a question posed by Charles Bazerman in “Th e Production of Technology and 
the Production of Human Meaning.” Journal of Business and Technical Communication 12, 3 (July 1998): 
381-387, 382. (Th is text is the fi rst chapter of the issue – Editor).
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objective knowledge of nature, coupled with perceptions of rhetoric as empty 
verbiage, subterfuge, or stylistic embellishment made science and rhetoric ap-
pear entirely at odds. Th e apparent divorce goes back to the seventeenth cen-
tury, when the charter of the Royal Society called for members “to separate the 
knowledge of Nature from the colors of Rhetorick, the devices of Fancy, or the 
delightful deceit of Fables,” and to “reject all the amplifi cations, digressions, and 
swellings of style: to return to the primitive purity, and shortness, when men 
deliver’d so many things, almost in an equal number of words ... bringing all 
things as near the Mathematical plainness as they can ...” (Sprat, 62). However, 
recent developments in the history of science (especially the work of Th omas 
Kuhn), sociology of science, and sociology of scientifi c knowledge, coupled with 
conceptions of rhetoric more suitable to scientifi c discourse, have led to a gra-
dual reconceptualization of the relationship between science and rhetoric. As 
a result, there appears to be now, at least among rhetoricians, “general agreement 
that science is indeed a rhetorical enterprise” (Selzer 6).

Th ere is less agreement, however, on the extent to which science is indeed 
rhetorical, or even on the exact nature of science’s involvement with rhetoric. Be-
ginning in the mid-1970s, and intensifying in the 1980s, work in what eventually 
came to be known as the rhetoric of science has advanced a variety of rhetorical 
approaches to science. Th ese approaches assumed diff erent defi nitions of rhe-
toric and focused on diff erent aspects of science (for a general critique of these 
approaches, see Gaonkar). As a result, a variety of conceptions of “rhetoric of 
science” have been advanced, from relatively commonsensical if not downright 
tautological, focusing on relatively superfi cial aspects of the use of language in 
science writing, to radically anti-empiricist, challenging the very foundations 
of traditional views of science and scientifi c knowledge. Th e following review 
outlines the major theoretical premises underlying these approaches and then 
summarizes some major approaches representative of the major issues and de-
bates involved in rhetoric of science today.

Mateusz Machaj, Jan Lewiński

FROM METHOD TO RHETORIC. INTRODUCTION TO THE HISTORY 

OF ECONOMIC METHODOLOGY

Th e article summarizes the history of economic methodology. We start from 
basic axioms about the empirical research, and then follow with the analysis 
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of applied methodology. We point to the most important breakthroughs in the 
history of economic thought in this fi eld. Th e second section describes the Histo-
rical School’s attack and its signifi cance for policy conclusions. Th e third section 
describes Mises’ methodology; Mises was one of the fi rst economists to deal exc-
lusively with the problem of a proper method. At the end of this section we relate 
Mises’ work to Robbins’ famous book on the nature of economic science. Th e 
next section emphasizes two distinct types of abstractions (realistic and idealist). 
In the last two sections we describe the content of Friedman’s and McCloskey’s 
methodological revolutions in light of preceding discussions on method.

Jakub Z. Lichański

RHETORIC AND ECONOMY – THE FIELD OF DISPUTES 

AND APPLICATIONS. SUBMISSIONS FOR DISCUSSION

In 1983 two studies were published: 1) Th e Rhetoric of Economics by Donald 
McCloskey and 2) A História do Pensamento Econômico como Teoria e Retórica 
by Persio Arida. Since that time there has been a continuing discussion in the 
economic and philosophical / philological sciences, on the one hand about the 
validity and reasonableness in this kind of research, e.g. Murray N. Rothbard, 
Stanisław Anderski, Alan Sokal, Jean Bricmont, and on the other hand, – the-
re are studies in which the authors point out links between these sciences, e.g. 
Persio Arida, Paulo Gal. However, in the article entitled In Defence of Extre-
me Rationalism: Th oughts on Donald McCloskey’s „Th e Rhetoric of Economics” 
(Th e Review of Austrian Economics, n0 3), Hans-Hermann Hoppe pays atten-
tion to generalizations in Th e Rhetoric of Economics, which treats extremely 
diff erent matters in the same way, e.g. economy and literary criticism; the law of 
demand is persuasive or non-persuasive at the same time, as a poem by Keats, 
etc. Th e dispute is over the transferability of ideas from one domain of sciences 
to another; this also aff ects the language used to explain issues a given domain 
of science.

Forum Artis Rhetoricae, ISSN 1733-1986, nr 4/2011, s.39
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contemporain lithuanien, 
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– Church, Politics, and Rhetoric in 1981-1989

Editorial

Religion and religious discourse played important and varying roles in the 
political transformations in the countries of the former Soviet bloc, as well as in 
Russia itself. In each country, religious discourse came from diff erent sources 
and historical traditions; it also intersected in diverse ways with the emerging 
discourses of democracy, sovereignty, civil society, and national identity. In each 
country, religion remains somewhat of a problem, both in terms of the relation-
ship between church and state, or some segments of the priesthood and the aut-
horities, during the past regime and in terms of the relationship between religion 
and politics and church and state in the new, democratic present.

Th e papers presented below explore these intersections and problems in the 
specifi c contexts of the transformations in Poland, Russia, Romania, and Lit-
huania, focusing on how religious language has been used to articulate, pursue, 
and contest political agendas and action. Th e authors thus focus, from diff erent 
angles and in diff erent ways, on the relationships between religion and politics 
from a rhetorical perspective. Originally, the papers formed a panel at the 16th 
conference of the International Society for the History of Rhetoric, on the theme 
of “rhetoric and religion”, held in Strasbourg, France, on July 24-28, 2007. Th e 
aim of the panel was to examine the intersections between religious rhetoric and 
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politics, as well as religious rhetoric and the specifi city of the historical context, 
through the case studies explored in each paper. Th e papers have been revised 
and expanded to form the special section of Forum Artis Rhetoricae.

Cezar M. Ornatowski
and Jakub Z. Lichanski

Editor in chief

Cezar M. Ornatowski

RHETORIC, RELIGION, AND POLITICS IN THE TALKS BETWEEN

THE CHURCH AND THE AUTHORITIES IN POLAND, 1980-1989

Soon aft er the Pope, John Paul II, expressed the wish to visit his native Po-
land in 1979, a government-Church Joint Commission was created plan the visit. 
Over the course of the following decade, the negotiations of the Commission 
evolved from confrontational struggles over the Pope’s John Paul II every word 
and deed, to surprisingly candid exchanges of views on every aspect of national 
life and international policy as both parties become increasingly aware of the 
literally “history-making” potential, not only of papal visits as such but of the 
Commission’s own deliberations and decisions. Aft er the 1983 visit, delibera-
tions of the Commission became an established form for working contacts be-
tween the communist authorities, the Polish Church, and the Vatican. By 1987, 
as mutual interests became better understood and a measure of trust between 
the participants began to develop, papal-visit-oriented tactical gamesmanship 
evolved into a strategic partnership which was unprecedented in the Eastern 
bloc, an experiment in shared decision-making and a de facto informal form of 
power sharing that played a signifi cant role in preparing the ground for the po-
litical breakthrough of 1989. Based on an analysis of the transcripts of the Joint 
Commission negotiations, the paper will explore the shift ing and intersecting 
lines of engagement between religion and politics accompanying what a secret 
1983 politburo memo called “a struggle for the hearts and minds of the Polish 
people” between the Church and the state. Th e analysis reveals the politics be-
hind religious rhetoric in a specifi c historic context and thus contributes to an 
understanding of the complex relationship between historic context and religious 
rhetoric more generally.
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Noemi Marin

FROM BANNED RHETORIC TO PUBLIC LEGITIMACY: RELIGION

AND NATIONAL DISCOURS IN POST-COMMUNIST ROMANIA

Th e Romanian revolution started in Timisoara, on Dec. 15, 1989, with a clash 
between Ceausescu’s militia men and citizens meeting to exercise their right to 
freedom of religion. Th e Romanian Communist Party’s politics on religious di-
scourse maintained religious rhetoric outside of the public sphere for over 45 
years. Th e Romanian revolution of 1989 provoked offi  cials to open up the public 
sphere in order to recover the legitimacy of religious discourse within Romanian 
national discourse. Th is essay captures the rhetorical and historical moment 
when offi  cial Romanian discourse engaged religion along with politics and le-
gitimacy as part of rhetorical appeals to recreate national identity. Accordingly, 
the paper examines the public rhetoric of Romanian revolution along with overt 
and subtle revisionist strategies to reintroduce religious discourse as a political 
redemptive action, publicly reinstating religion within the framework of Roma-
nian national rhetoric. Hence, the essay analyzes how presidential and offi  cial 
discourse along with mainstream news publications incorporates private and 
public instances of religious rhetoric in postrevolution Romania in order to re-
connect the citizens’ fi ght for democracy with legitimate articulation of religious 
freedom necessary for a unifying rhetoric of post-communist national identity.

Ekaterina Haskins

RELIGION, CULTURAL MEMORY, AND THE RHETORIC OF NATIONAL 

IDENTITY IN RUSSIA

Mikhail Gorbachev policy of “perestroika” (restructuring) and “glasnost” 
(openness), begun as reforms within the upper echelons of the Communist 
Party in the mid-eighties, helped to erode the offi  cially fostered piety for the 
Communist party’s version of the Soviet history and national identity. Previo-
usly confi ned to underground publications and literary accounts of the Stalin 
era published in the West, information about the state’s crimes against its citi-
zens began to appear in non-Russian mainstream magazines and newspapers. 
Increased political pluralism and expansion of religious freedom in the years of 
perestroika created opportunities for creative appropriation of the nation’s for-
gotten cultural heritage. Th is essay explores how Russian Orthodox spirituality 
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and its symbolism, considered taboo under the Soviet regime, were used to deal 
with the Soviet trauma. By examining a range of discourses, including fi lms, no-
vels, journalistic essays, and public demonstrations, this essay seeks top describe 
a variety of diff erent and oft en confl icting rhetorical approaches to confronting 
the Soviet past.

Irena Buckley

LA TOPIQUE CHRETIENNE DANS LE DISCOURS POLITIQUE 

CONTEMPORAIN LITHUANIEN

Défi niton du domaine: la rhétorique chrétienne. Depuis l’apparition des 
premiers livres, écrits dans la langue natale (XVIe siècle), la topique chrétienne 
a commancé à fonctionner dans le discours public lithuanien. Les idées religie-
uses et celles de l’Etat, du peuple étaient toujours très proches. Au XIXe siècle 
on discute du dilemme de Dieu ou de la Patrie; pendant les premières décennies 
du XXe siècle la rhétorique du néo-catholicisme se forme. A la fi n du XXe siècle, 
l’époque post-soviétique, apparaissent plus de signes de la culture chrétienne qui 
étaient restreints pendant la période soviétique.

Enonce du problème. Il existe des périodes où la rhétorique religieuse a une 
grande importance dans la vie publique de la société. La topique, élborée par 
les rhéteurs chrétiene, s’inscrit dans diff érents discours laics. Nous nous limite-
rons à la topique chrétienne, qui est importante pour montrer les relations avec 
le peuple et avec les valeurs nationales. C’est la topique du bapteme, la topique 
de messianisme (la Lithuanie des croix) et la topique «La Lithuanie, terre de la 
Vierge Marie». notre but sera d’étudier comment cette topique garde la tradition 
et les liens avec les traitements ethnocultureles. Nous montrerons aussi quels 
changements cette topique a subis dans la vie politique, sociale et culturelle de la 
Lithuanie contemporaine; nous analyserons les valeurs que rfl etent ces change-
ments et quels sont les cas de rhétorique pseudo-chrétienne.  Résumé des étapes 
de l’argumentation. Tout d’abord nous examinerons comment cette topique est 
apparue et s’est développée. Par la suite, nous verrons son évolution dans des te-
xtes qui représentent les genres rhétorique: judiciaire, delibératif et épidictique.

Résultats et gains scientifi ques. Cet usage de la rhétorique chrétienne re-
présente la rhétorique comme pratique sociale. Dans le discours public lithua-
nien contemporain, un tel usage est double. Ainsi, la rhétorique chrétienne aide 
à montrer la particularité du chemin historique du peuple, et on l’emploie quand 
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on veut souligner le pathos du destinateur. Mais parfois, la rhétorique du subli-
me chrétien est diminuée, car les métaphores solennelles sont remplacées par 
l’ironie.

Jakub Z. Lichański

„THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION” AND ITS TRADITION IN POLAND –

CHURCH, POLITICS, AND RHETORIC IN 1981-1989

Based on an analysis of the sermons of diff erent priests the Polish Church in 
the years 1981-1989, i.e. Stefan Cardinal Wyszyński, the Reverend Jerzy Popie-
łuszko, and Most Reverend Bronisław Dembowski, Bishop of Włocławek, the 
paper explores the shift ing and intersecting lines of engagement between reli-
gion and politics, accompanying the Polish version of the “theology of libera-
tion”. Th e analysis reveals the politics and “fi ght of democracy” behind religious 
rhetoric in a specifi c historic context during the years 1981-1989 and thus contri-
butes to an understanding of the complex relationship between historic context 
and religious rhetoric more generally.
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Maria ZAŁĘSKA, Rhetorical refutation and the Procedure of Falsifi cation 
in Science, 
Elżbieta WIERZBICKA, Eristic Argumentation in Scientifi c Papers, 
Małgorzata JAKÓBCZYK, Th e Use of the Argument from Authority 
in the Advertisements and in the Academic Discourse, 
Bogusława GRABIEC, Scientifi cation as a Persuasive Strategy 
in Advertisements of Facial Beauty Products

Editorial

Dear Readers!
Th e most recent, double issue, Nos. 10 and 11, of Forum Artis Rhetoricae pre-

sents dissertations concerning the relationship between rhetoric and science. 
Th ey are the result of a conference on the very subject organized by Th e Polish 
Society for Rhetoric at Warsaw University, October 26, 2007. Th e papers show 
the correlation between rhetoric and science from various perspectives. Th e vo-
lume begins with essays devoted to literary studies. Dorota Heck analyses the 
styles of scientifi c texts in literary studies, while Leszek Drong tackles the rheto-
rical dimension of literary interpretations. Anna Bendrat’s paper discusses the 
process of an emergence of a new fi eld of study, – political communication, – and 
shows the complexity of its relationship with rhetoric. Beata Gaj discusses va-
ried rhetorical strategies employed in 17th century scientifi c prose of exact scien-
ces; these issues are alluded to by Tadeusz Sierotowicz as well, in his analysis 
of the prose by Galileo. Th e following two articles present the scientifi c critical 
discourse from complementary perspectives: Maria Załęska discusses the rela-
tionship between refutatio in rhetoric and falsifi cation in science, and Elżbieta 
Wierzbicka analyses the instances of eristic argumentation on the basis of exam-
ples taken from linguistics. Th e volume concludes with two texts devoted to the 
interrelationship between scientifi c rhetoric and advertisement: Malgorzata Ja-
kobczyk compares similarities and diff erences in the usage of argument from 
authorities in scientifi c and advertising texts; Bogusława Grabiec discusses the 
appeal to superfi cial characteristics of scientifi c register as a conscious rhetoric 
strategy in certain types of advertisements. All the essays gathered in the volume 
are a testament to close relationships between rhetoric and science on diff erent 
levels of analysis.

6.
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In the A review of selected rhetorical publications/Index operum recens edito-
rum, quae ad artem rhetoricam spectant section we continue to keep you abreast 
of the newest Polish academic literature relating to rhetoric or rhetoric culture 
in general.

In the Advertisements/Nuntii section we publish information concerning 
a regular seminar in rhetoric, which will be available in the academic year of 
2007/2008.

We anticipate your collaboration as authors and promoters of the idea of the 
return to rhetoric: classical rhetoric, Aristotle’s techné rhetoriké and Plato’s no-
tion of kalokagathia. Please send the texts to the following addresses: postma-
ster@lichanscy.atomnet.pl or m.zaleska@uw.edu.pl. Instructions for the authors 
can be found on the last page.

Jakub Z. Lichanski
Editor in chief

Dorota Heck

RHETORIC AND STYLISTICS OF THE WORKS OF LITERARY HISTORIANS 

AND THEORETICIANS. PRELIMINARY STUDY.

Th is paper presents the goal and the profi t to be derived from the study of 
individual rhetoric instead of normative stylistics in contemporary literary stu-
dies in Poland. Th e author reviews the concepts of rhetoric and stylistics. In 
addition, the critical analysis of the relationship between these concepts and that 
of the pragmatics of a scholarly research is presented. Th e notion of ‘rhetoric’ 
and the notion of ‘stylistics’ are examined in particular. For the last thirty years 
many scholars have been against randomly employing the terms ‘rhetoric’ and 
‘stylistics’. Rhetoric has been mainly connected with oral, while stylistics with 
written language. While ‘rhetorical’ means fi gurative, e.g. full of metaphors, 
‘stylistically correct’ means communicative but impersonal, slightly dull. Mo-
reover, rhetoric has been infl uential among scholars who investigate literature 
of the Renaissance, the Baroque, and others periods, while stylistics has oft en 
been regarded as a domain of practical exercises even in elementary school. As a 
result, it would be profi table to speak about the rhetoric of the best scholarly wri-
ting on literary history or theory, rather than about its style. Despite the exces-
sive generality and imprecision to be found in the observation of and scholarly 
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research dealing with such a topic, these investigations are nevertheless impor-
tant for literary education. At universities in Poland and abroad, e.g. in the US, 
there are some attempts to teach rhetoric. Th e rhetorical education curriculum 
in faculties of modern languages is in some cases connected with writing classes. 
In conclusion, the author expresses her hope for a greater interest in the rhetori-
cal relationship among code, context and scholarly text.

Leszek Drong

THE RHETORICAL DIMENSION OF INTERPRETATION: EXEMPLIFIED 

BY LITERARY STUDIES

Th is essay undertakes to defi ne what constitutes the rhetorical dimension of 
interpretation by taking as its starting point the discipline of literary studies, 
which not only relies on academic discourse, but also explores other texts with 
regard to their rhetoric. Stanley Fish’s contributions are construed as painting 
a picture of hermeneutics marked by an involvement in a performative context, 
which entails exerting an infl uence on audiences and, more generally, on the so-
cial environment. Yet, the rhetorical mechanisms which are at work in interpre-
tation cannot undermine its representational dimension, is responsible for ren-
dering the true meaning of the text being explicated. Th erefore, a compromise 
may be reached by consciously and deliberately making use of representational 
tropes and fi gures to aff ect the reader/listener’s reception of interpretive claims, 
that is by using the representational dimension of interpretation as an element 
of its rhetoric.

Anna Bendrat

RHETORIC AND POLITICAL COMMUNICATION AS EMERGING

DISCIPLINE BASED ON THE AMERICAN EXPERIENCES

Political communication is a dynamically developing branch of communi-
cation studies in the United States. Its roots can be traced to Aristotle’s classi-
cal works about politics and rhetoric, but as an academic discipline, it began to 
emerging in the 1950s. Political communication represents a synthesis of in-
terdisciplinary research on the channels of communication carrying political 
messages to various recipients in the society. Th e purpose of this paper is to 
present an overview of the major thrusts of research and theory in contemporary 
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political communication studies. Th e fi rst part focuses on defi nitions of the di-
scipline and its thematic variety. Th e second part outlines the most important 
research traditions, that guided the fi eld at its beginnings: 1) rhetorical analysis 
of public political discourse, 2) political propaganda study during the periods of 
post-World War I to post-World War II, 3) voting studies in the US, 4) the stu-
dy of mass media eff ects, and 5) the media agenda-setting process. Finally, the 
article delineates theoretical underpinnings of political communication studies 
drawn largely from social sciences and humanities, which are divided into two 
groups: (1) information processing theories and (2) media impact theories.

Beata Gaj

CHYMIATRICA OSCULA (CHEMICAL KISSES): 17TH CENTURY LATIN 

SCIENTIFIC PROSE BASED ON SILESIAN LITERATURE

Th e article is addresses with the correlation between science and rhetoric 
at the beginning of the modern era confronted with the present communica-
tion crisis in the transmission of scientifi c research eventuating in restricting 
its availability. Several New Latin texts written in the 17th century in Silesia are 
refeenced in the article, which concerns the theory of rhetoric, law, history, geo-
metry, chemistry and medicine. Expressions like “chemical kisses”, interspersed 
in a scientifi c treatise by a 17th century Silesian erudite Johannes Burg, who was 
derided for allegedly unscientifi c approach, seem to be close to the linguistic 
tendencies of modern scientists, e.g. “Selfi sh DNA” by Francis Crick, who apply 
proven rhetorical methods, though are oft en not aware of it; the most common 
are so called imagines agentes – ‘examples not easily forgettable’.

Tadeusz Sierotowicz

AUT CAESAR AUT NIHIL… - GALILEO GALILEI RHETORICAL EXERCISES

Th e Assayer of Galileo Galilei is a classic of Italian literature. Th is is not only 
because of its formal qualities – in fact Th e Assayer belongs to the most im-
portant current of Italian literature, which aims at drawing the map of what 
people know and what they do not know (I. Calvino). Th e Assayer was written 
in the context of the discussion on comets, and responds, word by word, to the 
Libra astronomica ac philosophica written by Orazio Grassi, but published under 
the pseudonym of Lothario Sarsi. Many authors have commented on this book, 
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crucial for the methodology of modern science, and Galileo’s rhetoric was al-
ways interpreted as one of the most important components of the opera. From 
the formal, i.e. rhetorical, point of view Th e Assayer is an example of judicial, 
defensive speech. Nevertheless, one can notice the presence of the epideictic spe-
ech in the book, as well. Th e epideictic speech praises the methodological values 
appropriate to the Copernican vision of the universe, and blames those involved 
in the Aristotelian and Ptolemaic approaches. Th e Assayer contains a very famo-
us rhetorical period, – the one ending with proverbial “aut Caesar aut nihil” – in 
which the internal connection between both types of speeches can be analyzed. 
Th e rhetorical exercise developed in the present essay tries to analyze the com-
plex node of these speeches in the abovementioned fragment.

Maria Załęska

RHETORICAL REFUTATIO AND THE PROCEDURE OF FALSIFICATION 

IN SCIENCE

Th e paper presents the rhetorical refutatio in relation to falsifi cation, which, 
according to Popper and his followers, permits us to distinguish science from 
other forms of knowledge. Th ree partly interrelated ways of refutatio are discus-
sed: (1) a refutatio on logical grounds, e.g. by pointing out some logical contra-
dictions in the previous approaches; (2) a refutatio on empirical grounds, i.e. by 
presenting new factual evidence which disconfi rms the previous descriptions; 
and (3) a refutatio on theoretical grounds, i.e. by formulating a new theory regar-
ded as better than the competing ones. Th e three forms of refutatio and corre-
sponding falsifi cation procedures diff er by their strength. Th e paper shows that 
rhetorical refutatio applied in antiquity was based on a simpler vision of reality, 
while the procedures of falsifi cation in science take into account a more complex 
approach to reality, made problematic both by the postmodern culture and by 
science itself.

Małgorzata Jakóbczyk

THE USE OF THE ARGUMENT FROM THE AUTHORITY 

IN ADVERTISEMENTS AND IN ACADEMIC DISCOURSE

Th e goal of the present article is to compare the use of argument from the aut-
hority in everyday communication and in the academic discourse on the basis 
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of press advertisements and the online essays on didactics and practical applica-
tions of mathematics respectively. Th erefore, it is guided by the argumentation 
theory explaining the diff erences between argument and proof as well as defi ning 
the induction-based ipsedixitism, is functioning can be deduced from the social 
infl uence of the authorities symbolized by uniforms such as a doctor’s gown. 
Th e analysis itself determines that appealing to experience and high recognition 
is accurate and permissible only in the mathematical corpus, as the quoted ex-
perts pertain to the case even if they are not mathematicians, i.e. they work in 
the fi elds of banking, medicine or statistics, in which mathematical theories are 
applied. Conversely, the advertising extracts resort to the emblems of authority 
rather than to the authorities themselves, using verbal means of persuasion such 
as technical language and English catchphrases/temporal references. Th e former 
one depicts producers and potential users of the products as professionals whose 
abilities help solving any problem; the latter guarantees the quality of goods by 
providing proof of their worldwide long use. Nevertheless, both advertisers and 
academics apply the argument from the authority in order to judge the raised 
points in a positive manner, hence to convince their recipients.

Bogusława Grabiec

SCIENTIFICATION AS A PERSUASIVE STRATEGY IN ADVERTISEMENTS 

OF FACIAL BEAUTY PRODUCTS

Th e article deals with the scientifi cation of the language of advertisements 
of facial beauty products and its infl uence on the persuasiveness of the messa-
ge. Th e forty-nine advertisements analyzed in the paper have been published in 
Polish women’s magazines from June to December 2006. Th e advertisements 
taken into account use supposedly scientifi c language as a persuasive strategy 
in order to increase the credibility of the message through the appeal to the 
prestige of science. Th e texts indeed seem scientifi cally accurate due to detailed 
descriptions of ingredients of the products and the use of numbers, such as per-
centages, especially while quoting the results of tests, experiments and surveys. 
Th e advertisements appear very professional thanks to both the biological or 
medical terminology and to the opinions of the authorities in the matter. In this 
way the superfi cial characteristics of the scientifi c language are used as a rheto-
rical resource.
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FORUM ARTIS RHETORICAE, fasc. 12-13, 2008

Table of Contents

Jakub Z. LICHAŃSKI, Chaim Perelman and his Impact 
on the Contemporary Studies on Rhetoric. A Recapitulation, 
Marian DOBROSIELSKI, Logic and Rhetoric, 
Ryszard KLESZCZ, Perelman on Philosophical Argumentation, 
Maria ZAŁĘSKA, Contribution of the New Rhetoric to the Comism 
Research

Editorial

Dear Readers!
You are entering the double, twelft h and thirteenth issue of the fi rst Polish 

periodical dealing with rhetoric. It is published by the Polish Society for Rheto-
ric jointly with the History and Th eory of Rhetoric Department of the University 
of Warsaw. 

Th is special issue celebrates the 50th anniversary of the publication of the fa-
mous book by Perelman and Olbrechts-Tyteca. In the Research papers/Disserta-
tiones section contains contributions by Marian Dobrosielski, Ryszard Kleszcz, 
Jakub Z. Lichański and Maria Załęska who discuss diff erent aspects of the New 
Rhetoric approach.

In the Review of selected rhetorical publications / Index operum recens edito-
rum, quae ad artem rhetoricam spectant section we present a cumulative biblio-
graphy of the newest Polish publications relating to rhetoric or rhetoric culture 
in general.

Th e New Publications reviews/Librorum existimationes section contains some 
brief descriptions and reviews of books concerning rhetoric.

Finally, Advertisements/Nuntii section announces two conferences organised 
or co-organised by the Polish Society for Rhetoric in 2009. It presents also topics 
scheduled for the next issues of the periodical and informs about a seminar con-
cerning rhetoric organised in the 2008/2009 academic year.

Th e editorial board invites rhetoricians and other specialists to submit con-
tributions concerning rhetoric and its interrelations with other research fi elds. 

1.

2.
3.
4.

Forum Artis Rhetoricae, ISSN 1733-1986, nr 4/2011, s.51



52

We anticipate collaboration of Authors interested in classical rhetoric, based on 
Aristotle’s téchne rhetoriké and Plato’s notion of kalokagathia, as well as in mo-
dern developments and applications of rhetoric.

For the editorial board
Maria Załęska, Jakub Z. Lichanski

Jakub Z. Lichański

CHAIM PERELMAN AND HIS IMPACT ON THE CONTEMPORARY 

STUDIES ON RHETORIC. A RECAPITULATION

Th e author recapitulates the main lines of research on Chaim Perelman’s 
intellectual contribution and their impact on the modern approaches to rhe-
toric. According to Perelman, rhetoric is understood of as a theory of argumen-
tation exploring especially the quasi-logical nature of proofs. Another topic of 
Perelman’s research is the problem of audience which should be appropriately 
identifi ed in order to achieve the desired persuasive eff ect. In his paper the aut-
hor underscores that the existing Polish research about Perelman’s contribution 
concerns mainly the legal issues and, to a certain extent, the logical and philo-
sophical topics. However, the available Polish studies are still compared with the 
abundant English and American research.

Marian Dobrosielski

LOGIC AND RHETORIC2

Th e following text, originally published in 1957, was the fi rst information in Po-
land about the works of Chaim Perelman. In this article, the author discusses the 
book by Perelman and L. Olbrechts-Tyteca, Rhétorique et philosophie, 1952, and 
Perelman’s concepts of rhetoric. In his discussion, the author defends the traditio-
nal opinion that only logic, in Kotarbiński’s and Lvov-Warsaw Logical School view, 
assures the best scientifi c knowledge. Dobrosielski’s views, rather controversial 
from the contemporary perspective, illustrate eloquently that Perelman’s concept 
of rhetoric was a great intellectual challenge in the midst of the twentieth century.

2.    Copyrigth by Wydawnictwo Książka i Wiedza (1980)
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Maria Załęska

CONTRIBUTION OF THE NEW RHETORIC TO THE COMISM RESEARCH

While the argumentation research by Perelman is widely discussed, the in-
dividual contributions by Lucie Olbrechts-Tyteca, the co-author of the Traité de 
l’argumentation. La nouvelle rhétorique, are far less known. Th e paper presents 
the original developments of the New Rhetoric as applied by Olbrechts-Tyteca 
to the theory of comism in her monography Le comique du discours. Th e author 
underscores the deeply rhetorical nature of discoursive comism and describes its 
manifestations according to the argumentative schemata of the New Rhetoric. 
Th e originality of Olbrechts-Tyteca’s contribution consists of highlighting the 
seemingly quite diff erent phenomena, i.e. argumentation and comism, through 
a unifi ed framework of the New Rhetoric. Such a confrontation allows for refi -
ning the original New Rhetoric distinctions and for capturing the subtle mecha-
nisms responsible for the comic eff ects.

FORUM ARTIS RHETORICAE, fasc. 14-15, 2008

Table of Contents

Jakub Z. LICHAŃSKI, Rhetoric vs. Historiography: Prolegomena 
and Glosses,
Maria ZAŁĘSKA, Meta-texts, Metahistory and Rhetoric,
Leszek DRONG, Scheherazade in the Archives of the Past: On Salman 
Rushdie’s Historiographic Metafi ctions from the Perspective of Dyonisian 
Rhetoric,
Beata GAJ, Historia togata or the Ways of cultivating History in old Silesia , 
Agnieszka KAMPKA, Identity and Continuity of the Integrity – Rhetorical 
Strategies in Political Disputes, 
Agnieszka KUŚ, Rhetoric and action directe – Historic Argumentation 
in the Agenda of Veneto Serenissimo Governo,
Maria BARŁOWSKA, History and Contemporaneity in political Speeches 
by Andrzej Moskorzowski , 

1.

2.
3.

4.
5.
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Anna BENDRAT, Th e Trope of Evil in the Representation of the Enemy 
in Presidential Speeches: Ronald Reagan’s “Evil Empire” and George W. 
Bush’s “Axis of Evil”,  
Marta RZEPECKA,  Nixon’s resignation Speech: strategies of Persuasion, 
Agnieszka KRUSZYŃSKA, Rhetoric and Reconciling the Past with the 
Present. An Example of Andrzej Szczypiorski’s Speech, 
Barbara BOGOŁĘBSKA, Th e Rhetoric of historical Reports, 
Krzysztof GRZEGORZEWSKI, Th e Role of Rhetoric in Current Historic 
and political Disputes (based on TV Programmes presenting the Discusion 
around the Book SB a Lech Wałęsa)

Editorial

Dear Readers,
We are proud to present you with the double issue of our journal, issues 14 

and 15. It is a compilation of papers presented at the conference Rhetoric and 
History, which was organized by Maria Załęska and held at the University of 
Warsaw on 14 November 2008. Th e volume consists of twelve articles centered 
around four major themes.

Th e fi rst group of articles analyzes the theoretical background of the rela-
tionship between rhetoric and historiography. Jakub Z. Lichanski describes the 
historical perspective of this relationship. Maria Załęska presents an approach 
toward metahistory rooted in the general theory of metatexts. Leszek Drong 
grounds his argument on historical metafi ction in Dionysian rhetoric. Th e ar-
ticle by Beata Gaj presents the methodology of history and the history of metho-
dology on the basis of rhetorical strategies used in old Silesia.

Th e second group of articles focuses on argumentative strategies which ex-
plicitly refer to history. Agnieszka Kampka proposes the typology of arguments 
derived from history in the discourse of political parties in Poland. Th e analysis 
by Agnieszka Kuś off ers a similar insight using the example of an Italian sepa-
ratist movement.

Th e third group explores the rhetoric of political speeches with historical sig-
nifi cance. Maria Barłowska describes rhetorical strategies in Polish oratory of 
the 17th century. Anna Bendrat’s analysis of the speeches by President Ronald 
Reagan and George W. Bush shows the ways in which the tropes of evil appear 
in the discourse of international relations. Marta Rzepecka enclose the failu-

8.

9.
10.

11.
12.
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re of President Nixon’s farewell address from the rhetorical point of view. Ag-
nieszka Kruszyńska off ers a detailed analysis of a signifi cant speech by Andrzej 
Szczypiorski.

Th e last group of articles dwells on the use of history in mass media. 
Barbara Bogołębska focuses on the genre of contemporary historical docu-

mentary, and Krzysztof Grzegorzewski follows the TV debates devoted to con-
troversial topics referring to recent history of Poland.

In the Review of selected rhetorical publication / Index operum recens edi-
torum, quae ad artem rhetoricam spectant and New Publications reviews/Li-
brorum existimationes sections, you will also fi nd the part of the rhetorical bi-
bliography as well as the reviews of three recently published books on rhetoric: 
J. Wasilewski, A. Skibiński Prowadzeni słowami. Retoryka motywacji w komuni-
kacji publicznej, M. Barłowska, A. Budzyńska-Daca, P. Wilczek, Retoryka, and 
T. Sierotowicz, Od metodycznej polemiki do polemiki metodologicznej.

Our journal invites Authors to submit articles pertaining to the broad sub-
ject of rhetoric. Th e themes of the forthcoming issues as well as the dates of the 
conferences organized by Polish Rhetorical Society can be found on our website 
www.retoryka.edu.pl 

Jakub Z. Lichanski
Editor in chief

Maria Załęska
President of PRS

Jakub Z. Lichański

RHETORIC VS. HISTORIOGRAPHY: PROLEGOMENA AND GLOSSES

Aliud est enim facta narrare, aliud docere facienda.
Historia facta narrat fi deliter atque utiliter ...

Św. Augustyn, De doctrina christiana, II.44
Die Geschichtsschreibung war als die vornehmste Gattung 

der Kunstprosa von der Rhetorik aufgestellt...
Urlich von Wilamowitz–Möllendorff 

Th e point of departure for the present deliberations is the thesis that the rela-
tionship between rhetoric and historiography is very strong. In further comments 
I will concentrate on formal  issues; the question of history’s methodology and 
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historiosophic concepts (Croce 1927; Vismara 1924; Problemi storici e orienta-
menti storiografi ci, 1942; Holborn 1949, 3–13; Bouvier–Ajam 1970) are outside 
my sphere of interest. Above all, I will generalise my remarks concerning the need 
to analyse historiography in the light of rhetoric theory -  rhetoric is defi ned here 
as the theory of writing. Th e source of problems plaguing the contemporary hi-
storiography theorists lies in the unconscious following of the tradition of Peter 
Ramus rhetoric. I have pointed to this ‘defect’ of contemporary thinking in the 
analysis of so-called ‘rhetorical nature’ problem (Lichański 2006, 251-266). Th e 
analysis moves away from rhetoric’s view issues, from the spheres of inventio and 
dispositio and beyond rhetoric, removing the whole logical analysis of a how text 
ends, as matter of fact, in reducing rhetoric to the issue of eff ective verbal shape 
of a text (Lichański 2007, I.45). Th us, we enter the sphere of tropes indicated 
by White: metaphor, metonymy, synecdoche and irony (White 1973; Markiewicz 
2006, 5-28). However, these are either a consequence of the historian’s assumed 
e.g. rules of argumentation of his work’s thesis, or intended goals he wishes to 
reach. Th erefore, in my opinion, the problem pointed out by researchers really 
exists; however it is a consequence of rejection of the thesis that historiography 
and rhetoric have been and still are closely connected.

Maria Załęska

META-TEXTS, METAHISTORY AND RHETORIC

Th e paper discusses the relationship between traditional rhetoric and its pe-
culiar applications within models of metahistory. First, a general framework of 
the meta-texts is outlined, in order to collocate metahistory  with respect to other 
types of meta-texts. Next, some metahistorical models are discussed, focusing 
especially on White’s theory. Finally, some peculiarities of rhetoric as applied to 
the construction of  metahistorical models are pointed out. Th e analysis under-
scores diff erences in the ways of understanding the inventio and elocutio within  
traditional rhetoric and within metahistorical models.
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Leszek Drong

SCHEHERAZADE IN THE ARCHIVES OF THE PAST: ON SALMAN 

RUSHDIE’S HISTORIOGRAPHIC METAFICTIONS 

FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF DYONISIAN RHETORIC

Taking Salman Rushdie’s writings as a start its point of departure, this essay 
focuses on the interconnections and interactions among fi ction, history and rhe-
toric. Rushdie’s novels constitute an illustration of historiographic metafi ction, 
which highlights the key aspects of the status of historical representation, the 
role of rhetoric in producing a vision of the past as well as the condition of hi-
storiography as a science. By analyzing Hayden White’s, Franklin Ankersmit’s, 
Friedrich Nietzsche’s, and Michel Foucault’s views, we are led to the conclusion 
that the traditional approaches to history require substantial revision. Th at is 
related to the epistemological elevation of the so-called truth eff ect, which lite-
rary fi ctions are capable of producing. Technically, what produces this eff ect is 
Dyonisian rhetoric, which programmatically renounces any pretence to scienti-
fi city, objectivism, and even realism. Th is kind of rhetoric relies on the strategies 
characteristic of fi ction, including, as is the case with Rushdie’s writings, magic 
realism, which is responsible for creating a far more compelling vision of history 
than those off ered by factual, carefully documented chronicles of the past.

Beata Gaj

HISTORIA TOGATA OR THE WAYS OF CULTIVATING HISTORY IN OLD 

SILESIA

Descriptions of concepts and events connected with Silesia may serve as an 
example of the employment of argumentative strategy to justify one-sided hi-
storical interpretation. Biographical entries, biographies, and monographs in-
volved in local history written in 16th-18th century Silesia, in Latin, the common 
language of residents of diff erent nationalities, stand out due to certain level of 
neutrality, which is perceivable despite the fact that the texts present subjective 
views. Silesian New-Latin texts oft en contain, from the historical perspective, 
original insights into discussed subject matter and many curiosities, e.g. in “Le-
arned Maidens’ and Women’s Catalogue” by Martin of Baldhofen, early 17th cen-
tury, or in “Gout’s History” of Johannes de Hahn, mid. 18th century.
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Agnieszka Kampka

INTEGRITY AND CONTINUITY OF THE IDENTITY – RHETORICAL 

STRATEGIES IN POLITICAL DISPUTES

Th e article tries to answer the question about what infl uences the way poli-
ticians and political parties perceive and talk about the history. Parliamentary 
debates, that have been analyzed, indicate three main strategies used by Polish 
parliamentary deputies to talk about the past. Th e fi rst strategy is based on the 
reference to age-old traditions connected with creation of the peasant move-
ment and is mainly used by PSL representatives. Politicians, who grew up from 
Solidarity Movement, use the strategy of both, creating the myth of establishing 
the third RP, based on August 1980, and, on the other side, impeaching political 
opponents with their biographies from PRL. Th e third strategy is represented by 
post-communists and is based on the confl ict between pragmatic concentration 
of the energy for the current needs and unnecessary discussions about the past. 
Th e empirical research over Polish political elites suggests that those three stra-
tegies should be treated more as an expression of political parties’ identity than 
marketing manipulation.

Agnieszka Kuś

RHETORIC AND ACTION DIRECTE – HISTORIC ARGUMENTATION 

IN THE AGENDA OF VENETO SERENISSIMO GOVERNO

Th e following article focuses on the historical argumentations used by the 
Northern Italian separatists’ group called Veneto Serenissimo  Governo (VSG). 
Th e VSG was founded in 1987, and its aim is to gain independence  for the Ita-
lian provinces once under the Venetians’ government. Th e  text addresses the 
rhetorical dimension of the organisation’s legitimisation strategies in the fi rst 
ten years of its existence.

Maria Barłowska

HISTORY AND CONTEMPORANEITY IN POLITICAL SPEECHES 

BY ANDRZEJ MOSKORZOWSKI

Andrzej Moskorzowski, a son of the famous Arian religious polemisticist, Hie-
ronim Moskorzowski, was a well-known orator in the 17th century. His speeches 
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were, however, preserved only in the manuscripts and consequently have been 
forgotten in the history of Polish oratory. Th e author conducted an extensive 
investigation into the manuscripts and collected 54 of Moskorzowski’s  orations, 
including 18 political ones among. Th e observation into what type of the manu-
scripts exist and how Moskorzowski’s speeches were copied leads to the conclu-
sion that he was generally known as a political orator.

Detailed examination of his three political orations nomine dissidentium in 
religione presents his arguments as a part of the polemical discourse about the 
Warsaw confederation. Historical documents and opinions of Polish nobility 
about themselves play the main role in his argument. Th e orator oft en reminds 
his audience of  the unity and the equality of the liberal Polish nobility, but at 
the same time his discourse reveals a political isolation of Arians. Consequently, 
the most popular Moskorzowski’s speeches are not connected with religious, po-
lemical issues. Th ey were known partially, as a valued rhetorical models, full of 
useful historical examples, sententious remarks and opinions about state, com-
munity, law, morality and the Polish people. Th e author draws the conclusion 
that the history in the political speeches is always taken from the contemporary 
point of view.

Anna Bendrat

THE TROPE OF EVIL IN THE REPRESENTATION OF THE ENEMY 

IN PRESIDENTIAL SPEECHES: RONALD REAGAN’S “EVIL EMPIRE” 

AND GEORGE W. BUSH’S “AXIS OF EVIL”

According to Dana L. Cloud, the concept of evil is generated by rhetoric in 
specifi c historical moments out of particular motives and interests. Th e tropes of 
good and evil with their biblical roots are deeply embedded in American politi-
cal discourse referring to foreign relations during the war. Th e aim of this paper 
is to analyze and draw analogies among three historically signifi cant speeches, 
in which Presidents Reagan and Bush set out aggressive foreign policy toward 
the enemies of democracy during the Cold War and the War on Terror. Reagan’s 
speeches to the British House of Commons in London, 1982, and to the National 
Association of Evangelicals in Orlando, Florida, 1983, referred more or less dire-
ctly to the “Evil Empire,” symbolizing the former Soviet Union. Twenty years la-
ter George W. Bush, in his 2002 State of the Union Address, used the term “Axis 
of Evil” to describe Iraq, Iran, and North Korea, whom he accused of sponsoring 
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terrorism and keeping weapons of mass destruction. Th is kind of “good and 
evil” rhetoric is said to operate on Machiavellian license, which assumes that if 
evil exploits goodness, the governments must be prepared to retaliate. Th e paper 
closely examines how Reagan’s East-West confrontation and Bush’s anti-terro-
rist struggle were relocated from the secular world to the spiritual scheme of 
a battle between good and evil. By giving the religious colouring to their foreign 
policy agenda, the Presidents referred back to the American tradition of liberal 
exceptionalism, presenting the Americans as a “chosen people” led by a “special 
providence” to spread the democratic institutions and values.

Marta Rzepecka

NIXON’S RESIGNATION SPEECH: STRATEGIES OF PERSUASION

Persuasion is all about how people infl uence others. Its aim is to change 
others’ thinking, behavior and decisions. Most people, however, do not realize 
that they are persuaded and manipulated. For instance, today’s media of mass 
communication rely chiefl y on persuasion while pretending to merely respond 
to the needs and expectations of the public. In a sense, then, they function in 
ways analogous to political institutions that also use strategies of persuasion to 
achieve their aims. In the United States, this analogy is evident when one looks 
at the offi  ce of the President’s, for his eff ectiveness in wielding power as the head 
of state and chief administrator largely depends on his persuasive skills. Most 
of the President’s public appearances are carefully planned and constructed so 
as to achieve the desired goal. His offi  cial statements are considered successful 
when they stimulate public support for his political agenda, while those that are 
inadequate meet with wide public disapproval. Richard Nixon’s resignation spe-
ech is one of the historic addresses that illustrate the importance of persuasive 
skills while executing the nation’s highest offi  ce. Th is essay will present the goals 
of the speech and the strategies that the President used to achieve his objectives. 
It will also identify the factors that aff ected the public’s, largely negative, recep-
tion of the address and explain why the techniques used in the speech failed to 
bring the desired eff ect.

FAR, FASC.14-15.2009
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Agnieszka Kruszyńska

RHETORIC AND RECONCILING THE PAST WITH THE PRESENT.

AN EXAMPLE OF ANDRZEJ SZCZYPIORSKI’S SPEECH

Th e speech by Andrzej Szczypiorski delivered in one of Warsaw’s churches 
in 1986, and later published in the book Z notatnika stanu rzeczy, refers to the 
relations between the Poles and the Jews. What makes the speech especially in-
teresting is the strategy of argumentation. Th e writer is not biased, and does not 
try to glorify or accuse either of the two nations. In his speech, Szczypiorski tries 
to reach a diff erent goal; he wants to explain to the audience the very compli-
cated nature of Polish-Jewish relations. Th e history in the speech becomes the 
vision made by use of the fi gures of speech; it is dialogical, not stable and fi xed. 
Th e most characteristic feature of Szczypiorski’s rhetorical strategy is the avo-
idance of calls for reconciliation. Yet, his text’s most visible shortcoming is the 
imprecise thesis formulation.

Barbara Bogołębska

THE RHETORIC OF HISTORICAL REPORTS

Najlepsze, co nam daje historia, 
to entuzjazm, który ona wywołuje 

Johann Wolfgang Goethe3

Th e analysis focuses on a series of reports “Zdarzyło się dzisiaj” (It has hap-
pened today) by Włodzimierz Kalicki. Th e reports describe selected historical 
events, since ancient times until relatively recent ones; they reconstruct and re-
discover some barely known facts. Th e author applies a range of rhetorical stra-
tegies to create an atmosphere of tension and describe the drama and tragedy of 
the events. Th e use of praesens historicum, rhetorical tropes and subtle lexical 
choices in presenting the historical events and documents contribute to creatin 
the atmosphere of tension and mystery.

3.    Sentencje. Tłum. Olwid, Kraków 1991, s. 32
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Krzysztof Grzegorzewski

THE ROLE OF RHETORIC IN CURRENT HISTORIC AND POLITICAL 

DISPUTES, BASED ON TV PROGRAMMES PRESENTING 

THE DISCUSSION ABOUT THE BOOK SB A LECH WAŁĘSA

What is the role of the rhetorical creativity in public historical discussion in 
Poland and where exactly are the historical arguments? Th e author analyses rhe-
toric of the well-known politicians and historians, discussing about a historical 
publication SB contra Lech Wałęsa – a biographic suplement by Piotr Gontar-
czyk and Sławomir Cenckiewicz. Discussion about this publication and about 
the role of Lech Wałęsa in Polish history took place in selected TV-programs, 
broadcasted in similar period of time, but in diff erent TV-stations. Analysis con-
stitutes an attempt to codify of all the stylistic and linguistic tricks and rheto-
rical mechanisms of content and also valuation of its use to persuade and even 
manipulate people.
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Table of Contents
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Editorial

Dear Readers!
Th e next, double issue (issues 16 and 17) of our journal relates to the history 

of rhetoric and features two articles.
Th e fi rst article, by Jarosław Nowaszczuk examines Rhetoric of Philip Kallimach 
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Buonaccorsi and describes the way the Italian theorist looks at the text structure. 
Th e author presents Kallimach’s theory against a  broader background and indi-
cates how it applies the tradition of Greek and Roman rhetoric. Th e researcher’s 
broad analysis signifi cantly supplements the previous fi ndings about Kallimach’s 
work. Th e second article by Jakub Z. Lichański presents the considerations of 
Polish rhetorical theorists about loci communes. Th e author posits that, until the 
end of the 18th century, these issues, lacked accuracy and precision, mainly in 
theory. 

In the Review of selected rhetorical publication / Index operum recens edito-
rum, quae ad art rhetoricam spectant section the editors present the subsequent 
part of the rhetorical bibliography. 

In the New Publications reviews / Librorum existimationes section we have 
provided four reviews of recently published books on rhetoric, re-release of the 
Rhetorical Compendium by Mikołaj Krzysztof  Chalecki; Histoire de la rhétori-
que dans l’Europe moderne, the collective work edited by Marc Fumaroli; the 
study by Wayne C. Booth Rhetoric of Rhetoric; and the collective work of Barba-
ra Sobczak and Halina Zgółkowa, Retoryka i etyka). 

In the News/Recentiora section you will fi nd a report from the conference on 
rhetoric held at the Jagiellonian University on 16-17 March 2009 .

Our journal invites Authors to submit articles pertaining to the broad sub-
ject of rhetoric. Th e themes of the forthcoming issues, as well as the dates of the 
conferences organized by Polish Rhetorical Society, can be found on our website 
www.retoryka.edu.pl 

Jakub Z. Lichanski
Editor in chief

Ks. dr Jarosław Nowaszczuk

AUFBAU DER ÖFFENTLICHEN REDE – DIE AUFFASSUNG DER „RHETO-

RIK” DES PHILIPP  BUONACCORSI (CALLIMACHUS EXPERIENS)

Die „Rhetorik“ von Philipp Buonaccorsi, oder auch, wie er sich selbst nannte 
– Callimachus (Callimachus Experiens), wurde jahrelang verloren geglaubt. 
Man ging davon aus, dass das wahrscheinlich im Jahre 1477 entstandene Ma-
nuskript, bei dem Brand im Haus des Autoren vernichtet wurde. Mit großem 
Staunen wurde deswegen die Entdeckung Professors Kazimierz Kumaniecki 
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aufgenommen, der die Abhandlung in einer unbedeutenden Bibliothek, Mitte des 
zwanzigsten Jahrhunderts, fand. Auf diese Weise gelang das Werk des von der 
Kultur der Antike begeisterten Meisters der Renaissance in unsere Gegenwart.

In seinem Werk schenkt Callimachus eine besondere Aufmerksamkeit der 
Komposition einer öff entlichen Rede. Dieses Th ema nimmt auch die zentra-
le Stellung in der Abhandlung an. Der Autor zählt sechs Teile einer Rede auf: 
Einleitung, Erzählung, Gliederung, Beweisführung, Wiederlegung der gegne-
rischen Argumente und Redeschluss. Bei der Benennung der einzelnen Teile 
verwendet Callimachus die Termini, die sich in der Römischen Rhetorikschule 
etabliert haben. Er stellt die innere Struktur der einzelnen Teile vor, behandelt 
ihre verschiedenen Verwendungsmöglichkeiten und zeichnet ihre Vor- und 
Nachteile auf.

Die ganze Abhandlung basiert auf Th esen, die in den Werken von antiken 
Autoren zu fi nden sind. Die Ähnlichkeiten betreff en nicht nur die theoretischen 
Feststellungen, es handelt sich oft  um wortgetreue Zitate aus den Werken der Vor-
gänger. Die im ganzen Werk verwendete Terminologie, die behandelten Th emen 
und die Art ihrer Darstellung deuten auf eine enge Beziehung zu Cornifi cius. 
Buonaccorsi bezieht sich auch gerne auf Cicero. Die Werke anderer Autoren, ob-
wohl sie als Basis für manche Th esen dienten, scheinen hier weniger bedeutend. 
Die tiefe Verwurzelung in dem Gedankengut der Antike zeigt sich nicht nur auf 
der formellen Ebene, sondern auch in der Konzeption des Werkes. Angefangen 
mit dem Titel, über den privilegierten Platz der Komposition in der Gesamtheit 
der dargestellten Fragen, aufgeführte Beispiele, bis zur Anerkennung der Ge-
richtsrede   als wichtigste Form der Redekunst; alles ist eine Wiederholung der 
Rhetoriktheorie der Antike. Dieser hohe Grad der Abhängigkeit lässt das Werk 
wenig innovativ erscheinen und die unternomennen Untersuchungen schließen 
sich im Bereich der Komparatistik ein. Off en bleibt die Frage, ob diese weitrei-
chende Abhängigkeit eine bewusste Entscheidung des Callimachus war, oder 
aber handelt es sich dabei um ein charakteristisches Merkmal einer Generation 
der Gelehrten der Renaissance, bei der die Faszination für die Antike sich noch 
auf die Kenntnis ihrer Th esen beschränkte. Eine tiefere Refl exion, Synthese und 
eigene Ideen, die auf der Basis der Hinterlassenschaft  der Antike entstanden, 
sollten erst später folgen.

FAR, FASC.16-17.2009



65A SUMMARY OF ISSUES 1 TROUGH 23...

Jakub Z. Lichański

LOCI COMMUNES IN THE THEORY OF RHETORIC – THE POLISH 

PERSPECTIVE. THE REVIEW OF PROBLEMS AND PROLEGOMENA 

FOR THE FURTHER RESEARCH

Quo litterae sunt apud Grammaticaes, sunt hoc apud Rhetores loci: 
ut enim ex litteris verba, sic ex locis rationis et argumenta coalecunt […] 

Nicolas Caussin, De eloquentia sacra et humana, Coloniae Agrippinae 1681, 198

In the article the author shall explore the understanding and methods of the 
use of the term topoi/loci in Poland from the Middle Ages to the end of the 18th 

century. Th e article is divided into fi ve parts: in the fi rst part, Introduction, the 
general problems associated with topics are enumerated. In the second part, Th e 
foundations of the theory, the author describes theoretical foundations of the 
theory of topics within the theory of rhetoric. In part three, Th e theory of loci 
in the texts of Polish Rhetors till the end of 18th century, the author explains how 
to understand the concept of topics demonstrated by the Polish theoreticians of 
rhetoric until the end of 18th century. Th e fourth part, Th e practice of the use of 
topoi in Polish Literature till the end of 18th century, is devoted to presenting the 
examples of the application of topics by Polish writers. 

In the last part, Conclusion, the author contends that until the end of 18th 
century Polish scholars were not able to accurately defi ne the topics and oft en 
did not describe them properly. Th e misrepresentation usually  is a result from 
confusing and blending of two separate areas: the theory of argumentation and 
topics. Th e latter is, of course, not identical to the theory of argumentation, and 
provides the following: a. the models used in argumentation (cf. table II), b. the 
ready-made schemata of thoughts (cf. table I), and c. the schemata of  words 
which intertwine, and frequently do, with a. and b. and are mostly visible in 
the opinions of Słowacki, Hedouine, and Fredro. Writers such as Melanchthon, 
Soares, Keckermann, and Caussin do not confuse these issues, but their views 
undergo simplifi cation in the course of the didactic process. 

Th e consequences for the development of theories are obvious and the opi-
nion expressed in Orgelbrand’s Encyclopaedia is not surprising. In addition, the-
se issues complicate two kinds of theoretical considerations: fi rst, the delibera-
tion over logic resulting in the removal of topics as an aid in the construction of 
argumentation, especially reliable argumentation; and, second, the application 
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of loci communis in theology, called loci theologici. Practitioners, in turn, cle-
arly understand what topics are, both in general, and in their peculiar variety, 
constituted by loci communes. Th is may be due to the fact that both groups 
based their knowledge on  the treatises from Antiquity, Renaissance or Baroque, 
which mainly reiterated the defi nitions by Cicero or Quintilian and enumera-
ted various examples (Coenen 2001, 406-408).  You must also presume that the 
most important part in the didactic process was to teach the practical skills of 
constructing a speech and preparing a valid argument. Hence, the practical part 
of the theory of rhetoric does not indicate any “deviations” from the generally 
accepted principles
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Editorial

Dear Readers!
Th e current issue of Forum Artis Rhetoricae (fasc. 18-19) presents dissertations 

concerning the various aspects of implementing rhetoric in social communication. 
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Th e fi rst two articles pertain to political communication. Agnieszka Kampka 
analyzes rhetorical mechanisms in internet blogs written by politicians. Ag-
nieszka Budzyńska-Daca writes about the technique of mutatio controversiae 
present in pre-electoral debates. Th e next two articles explore the area of adver-
tising. Combining rhetorical and psychological aspects, Małgorzata Jakóbczyk 
examines Italian advertisements referring to the sphere of economics, and Anna 
Karwowska characterizes the use of topoi in texts on Italian fashion. Th e last two 
texts touch upon less recognized aspects of social communication. Agnieszka 
Rypel,  in her research on educational discourse, links rhetorical perspective 
with Critical Discourse Analysis. Marcin Styszyński points out a signifi cant im-
pact of classic Arabic rhetoric on contemporary political communication and 
advertising. Th e articles featured in the current issue of Forum Artis Rhetoricae 
demonstrate the fact that social communication coexists with rhetoric altho-
ugh its users show little awareness of the practical application of the rhetorical 
devices. 

In the News/Recentiora section Cezar M. Ornatowski writes about the Con-
ference Rhetoric in Society [Leiden, 21-23.01.2009].

Jakub Z. Lichanski
Editor in chief

Agnieszka Kampka

INTERESTING,  WITTY AND BUSY – THE BLOGGER POLITICIAN

Th is study investigates the impact of management tactics and self-presen-
tation on politicians’ blogs. Blogs are primarily the tools of political marketing 
during the election campaign. Th e three components of rhetorical ethos used in 
the blogs are: (1) knowing what to do; (2) having relevant practical experience 
and factual knowledge; and (3) sharing the values and interests of their audien-
ce. Polish blogger-politicians present themselves as competent, busy, intelligent, 
and witty persons.
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Agnieszka Budzyńska-Daca

THE MUTATIO CONTROVERSIAE TACTICS AND THE WAYS OF THEIR 

REALIZATION AS EXEMPLIFIED BY PREELECTORAL DEBATES

Th e article presents diff erent uses of the tactics of mutatio controversiae in 
a debate. Th ey belong to the improper methods of refutation used by the parti-
cipants in the analyzed debate to avoid answering uncomfortable questions. Th e 
commonly used tactics of the methods include diversion, generalization, “red 
herring,” and ignoratio elenchi.

Th e author presents the elements of the process of abandoning uncomfortab-
le topics for the so-called replacement topics. Th e article also deals with justify-
ing arguments introduced by the use of the transitio fi gurae, overt abandoning, 
as well as covert abandoning which does not reveal any linguistic signals while 
the topic is changed.

Małgorzata Jakóbczyk

CHECKMATE THE EXPENSES, OR ABOUT PERSUASION IN THE ITALIAN 

ADVERTISEMENTS ON ECONOMICS

Th e paper depicts persuasive means employed in Italian economic adver-
tisements. Th e strategies can be rhetorical as well as semiotical, iconographic, 
and psychological, and they are used to infl uence receivers in four phases of 
reception of an advertisement. Th ese include 1). form recognition, in which per-
ception psychology rules are used. Th e ad composition is therefore built accor-
ding to balance rule, glance rule and movement rule, which are also supported 
by typographical means of persuasion and by repeating the same information. 
2). Is content reading, based on the visual-verbal rhetoric, represented by icons 
that combine textual elements, such as slogans or descriptions, to pictorial ones. 
Th e vision of the world they depict can be described as a road at the end of 
which there is a goal to be accomplished. Th e icons employed include mostly 
metaphors, as well as similes, gradatio, symbols, contrasts, oxymora, prosopo-
poeia and metonymies. 3). Is meaning comprehension, which is a sort of a game 
between senders and receivers based on cultural connotations and the union of 
worlds, accomplished by using emotional and autobiographical elements. 4) Is 
acting according to the sender’s intentions, reconducted to verbal means of per-
suasion, such as sender-based or receiver-based communication, the peremptory 
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and question rhetoric, and using offi  cial tone, performatives, and economic vo-
cabulary. All these means lead to the idealization of the world, in which, thanks 
to the hedonistic attitude, the receiver’s needs are always anticipated, and all the 
problems can be solved by the advertised services.

Anna Karwowska

THIS YEAR WE WEAR YELLOW. PERSUASION CONCERNING WOMEN’S 

FASHION ON THE INTERNET

Th e focus of the article is on the means of persuasion that are used to con-
vince women to follow  the current trends in fashion. Th e research area includes 
articles from the offi  cial websites of Italian fashion magazines published from 
January to December 2007.  Th e corpus analysis supports the thesis that the 
prevailing topos in the articles on current top fashion choices is the topos of 
time. Th e topos is realized by the two rules of preference; more preferred are 
those garments which (1) may be used always or oft en, or (2) may be used in a 
particular moment. Another popular means is the topos of authority. It is also 
based on two rules of preference; more preferred are those garments which are 
chosen (1) by the experts, fashion authorities, or (2) by the whole or the majo-
rity of the society. Th e author examines several stylistic devices applied in the 
articles, such as metaphors, which render the fast pace of change in the world of 
fashion, and anthropomorphization, which presents the fashion trends as the 
entities yielding power and the means of gaining success.

Agnieszka Rypel

RHETORIC AND CULTURAL PARADIGMS, MYTHS AND PROGRAMS

IN SOCIAL COMMUNICATION, BASED ON EDUCATIONAL DISCOURSE

Th e aim of the article is to demonstrate the potential usage of rhetorical ana-
lysis in the critical research on the educational discourse and its context. Th e use 
of persuasive mechanisms is employed in power building processes, with educa-
tion being one of the ways to establish and preserve authority. Th is authority is 
responsible for a socializing the younger generation, as well as for handing down 
a particular cultural paradigm. Possessing an epideictic function, educational 
myths serve as a means of implementing these paradigms. Based on several 
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examples from current school curricula, the author demonstrates the function 
of educational myths present in Polish language classrooms.

Marcin Styszyński

THE PRESENT PAPER ANALYSES THE APPLICATIONS OF CLASSIC 

ARABIC RHETORIC (AR. BALAGHA) IN MODERN MUSLIM SOCIETY

Th e considerations presented in the paper establish that some theories and 
terms related to Arabic rhetoric correspond with advertisement, public relations, 
and propaganda. However, an infl uence on emotions and refl ections is the cha-
racteristic feature of balagha and mass media issues. Th e examples presented in 
the paper show that some advertising and political presentations are based on 
suitable words, appositions, and arguments, which persuade the audience and 
enrich meanings. Particular stylistic forms also express particular features of 
products and political slogans. At the same time, the application of rhetorical 
theories entails a specifi c construction of a message. A limited number of mass 
media production are usually based on exclusion of uncomfortable information 
and the emphasis on exaggerated political signifi cations. Besides, metaphors and 
comparisons play an important role in promoting the products of mass culture 
as they aff ect the creation of positive or negative public opinion.
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Mamila MIŁKOWSKA-SAMUL, Rhetoric in Internet. How to apply 
Rhetoric to Virtual Communication on the Example of Virtual Gossip, 
Katarzyna BUDZYŃSKA, Andrzej Nowacki, Joanna Sulska, Arguments, 
Diagrams and Araucaria-PL, 
Kamila DĘBOWSKA, Th e Pragma-Dialectical Model of Argumentation 
and Abductive Reasoning, 
Marcin KOSZOWY, Informal Logic and Argumentation Th eory – Editorial 
Initiative in Poland, 
Katarzyna BUDZYŃSKA, Magdalena Kacprzak, Project ArgDiaP

Editorial

Dear Readers!
Th e current issue of Forum Artis Rhetoricae (fasc. 20-21) focuses on various 

aspects of implementing rhetoric in media and the discussion about rhetoric and 
theory of argumentation. 

Th is volume is devoted to two topics. Th e fi rst involves the study of rhetoric in 
contemporary forms of media communication, with the fi rst two articles devo-
ted to television. Agnieszka Kampka presents Smolensk disaster media coverage, 
focusing on the rhetorical aspects of the funeral speeches. Monika Wójciuk exa-
mines the persuasive potential of the so-called CNN eff ect. 

Th ree more articles concern the rhetoric on the Internet. Monika Worsowicz 
examines how the ancient category of appropriateness may be applied to the 
modern Internet blog. Oliwia Tarasewicz-Gryta introduces the concept of par-
ticipatory rhetoric in the example of profi les on Facebook. Kamila Miłkowska-
Samul uses the example of gossip websites to illustrate the use of rhetoric as a 
method of systematic research in relation to media texts of 21st century. 

Th e second part of the volume presents current research on reasoning. Th e 
fi rst two articles are theoretical. Katarzyna Budzyńska, Andrzej Nowacki, and 
Joanna Skulska demonstrate the application of diagrams in the study of the stru-
cture of arguments, illustrating the potential of the analytical program, Arau-
caria-PL. Kamila Dębowska makes a critical analysis of the applicability of the 
pragma-dialectical model in the study of abduction reasoning. Two following 
articles showcase the achievements of Polish scholars who do research in argu-
mentation. Marcin Koszowy describes recent major publications on informal lo-
gic and argumentation theory. Katarzyna Budzyńska and Magdalena Kacprzak 
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present the activities of researchers involved in the project ArgDiaP. 
Our journal invites authors to submit articles pertaining to the broad subje-

ct of rhetoric. Th e themes of the forthcoming issues, as well as the dates of the 
conferences organized by Polish Rhetorical Society, can be found on our website 
www.retoryka.edu.pl

Maria Załęska
Volume editor

Jakub Z. Lichanski
Editor in chief

Agnieszka Kampka

IN A QUEST FOR APPROPRIATE WORDS – FUNERAL SPEECHES AFTER 

SMOLENSK DISASTER

President Lech Kaczynski’s funeral and the requiem mass for the victims of 
the Smolensk plane crash were not only great public ceremonies but also media 
events, according to D. Dayan’s and E. Katz’s defi nition. Th e paper analyzes the 
speeches which were made at that time. Funeral speeches are a rhetoric genre 
with a long tradition. Commendation of the deceased and consolation of the 
living are the main goals of the speakers. Th e unique circumstances of the ce-
remonies challenged the speakers in many ways. Th ey tried to show possible 
eff ects of the catastrophe: the rebirth of solidarity and sense of community, the 
possibility of reconciliation between the Polish and the Russians, and the fact 
that people around the world will get to know the truth about Katyn crime. Con-
temporary examples of political leaders’ public funerals, like Imre Nagy, Indira 
Gandhi, lord Mountbatten, show the role of this kind of celebrations in social 
life. Symbols, pictures and metaphors used by speakers help to build national 
and civic identity.

Monika Wójciuk

CNN EFFECT AS A MEANS OF INFLUENCING THE MASS-MEDIA AUDIENCE

Th e importance of media in the modern world is a subject of keen interest 
not only of media studies, but also of social, political, and legal studies. Th e di-
versifi ed research results in numerous theories which attempt to explain both 
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the mass media impact on the recipient, as well as the consequences of this 
phenomenon. 

Th e CNN eff ect theory describes the ability of the news media to infl uence the 
shape of foreign policy and international politics by the impact occurring at two 
levels: general, directed at mass audience, and special, meant for the authorities. 
Although the real power to determine the policies of the state belongs solely to 
the authorities, the role of public opinion in decision-making, as a specifi c ele-
ment of coercion, cannot be ignored. Hence, the media oft en try to shape policy 
decisions by appealing to a mass audience, using appropriately chosen words 
and moving images.

Monika Worsowicz

THE CATEGORY OF APPROPRIATENESS IN THE CONTEXT OF WEBLOGS

Th e article presents the category of appropriateness in the context of com-
munication pragmatics on the internet. Th e analysis takes into consideration 
the link between communication skills, psychological competence and ethical 
attitude of the recipient. Th e objective is to determine what can be accepted in 
terms of meeting the requirement of appropriateness in blogging.

Technical conditions of contact contribute to blurring the boundary between 
what is considered by internet users as appropriate, and what is rejected due to 
breaching the borderline of appropriateness. Moreover, the acceptance of tole-
rable language behavior is established by the group negotiation process. 

Th e role of the appropriateness in style is substantially limited in favour of os-
tentatious freedom of opinion and judgment. A clear intentionality in the beha-
vior of the author, e.g. the blog title, the titles of posts or comments, a nickname, 
is an important factor in assessing the appropriateness of blogging. 

Oliwia Tarasewicz-Gryt

FACEBOOK AS AN EXAMPLE OF PARTICIPATORY RHETORIC

Internet communication across social media can be understood as a rhetori-
cal process. It causes us to reconsider some assumptions about rhetoric based on 
other media texts mainly because of specifi c communication situations in social 
media. Th e audience, that is not passive, but active, is the most important matter, 
and, hence communication is always interaction-based and does not necessarily 
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consist of dialogue. Another matter rests upon the credibility of both the user 
and arguments, 

its ethos. Furthermore, other issues to be discussed are fundamental canons 
of rhetoric: invention, disposition or argument, and elocution, in the context of 
intertextual and non-linear internet communication. 

Its most important aspect is elocution. Arguments are linked, not referred to, 
and there is no need to master stylistics since the “speech” itself is constructed by 
many social media users. Th e persuasive power of these arguments is detached 
from the fi gures of thought or of diction.  Social media are a part of participa-
tory culture that changed internet communication. It is a result of digital media 
where consumers act as communities rather than as individuals, a phenomenon 
which Pierre Levy calls “collective intelligence”. Participatory culture shift s the 
focus of literacy from one of individual expression to community involvement 
and thus users become parts of a collective intelligence. Th is paper also attempts 
to compare collective intelligence with rhetorical loci communis. We decided to 
analyse Facebook as a manifestation of shared collective knowledge providing 
basis for argumentation, enabling mutual comprehension, and facilitating suc-
cessful reasoning in rhetorical dispute.

Kamila Miłkowska-Samul

RHETORIC ON THE INTERNET. HOW TO APPLY RHETORIC TO VIRTUAL 

COMMUNICATION ON THE EXAMPLE OF VIRTUAL GOSSIP

Rhetoric, oft en unfairly considered a mere art of beautiful, but empty speech 
or a domain of unethical tricks of manipulation, needs attention as a means of 
analysis in the contemporary world. It is true that the traditional approach limits 
the range of rhetoric to the two main understandings represented by Aristotle 
and Quintilian: rhetoric as an art of persuasion and an art of „good” speech, 
correct and subject to the norms in force in a given culture. 

In the light of contemporary studies, however, it is justifi able to expand the 
range of rhetoric so that it includes a wide variety of texts. In his research, A. 
Kibedi-Varga (2001) individuates three types of civilization and rhetoric: oral, 
written, and the media civilization and rhetoric where methods of rhetoric fi nd 
new application to messages and signs of contemporary culture dominated by 
mass media including texts, architecture, publicity, etc.

Rhetoric has become a more universal instrument of analysis, therefore it 

FAR, FASC.20-21.2010



75A SUMMARY OF ISSUES 1 TROUGH 23...

can be applied to internet communication, too. Th e observations presented in 
this article are based on the analysis of gossip portals, containing messages 
about private lives of celebrities, e.g. actors, singers, TV stars. Gossip portals 
constitute an exemplifi cation of the thesis that rhetoric still represents a power-
ful instrument of text analysis, which comprises both creation and deciphering 
the meaning of the message by the recipient. How to write eff ectively and how 
to interpret texts correctly are the main fi elds of rhetoric as theory nowadays. 
Th erefore, the goal of this article is to demonstrate how certain rhetorical con-
cepts can be put to use, taking into account the specifi city of computer-mediated 
communication, where traditional aspects such as time and place have lost all 
meaning, and messages are instantaneous and may reach masses at a time. Th e 
theoretical apparatus of rhetoric provides us with means of understanding such 
an unprecedented situation in which both the author and the audience are fairly 
anonymous and no face-to-face contact is possible.

Th e paper tackles the question of adapting the concepts related to inventio, 
dispositio and elocutio in the context of anonymity and commercialization;  gos-
sip portals are business enterprises aimed at generating income. Th e notion of 
the least common denominator (Kłoskowska, A. 2005, 1980), which explains the 
tendency of the popular culture to promote simplicity, standardization, basic 
emotions, and superfi cial content, helps us to understand the choice of rheto-
ric procedures used to shape the message adequately for the author’s intention, 
which is to „seduce” the biggest numbers of readers. Th e paper aims to show how 
the traditional concepts of ethos and pathos can be employed in the contempo-
rary situation and how the terms of docere, delectare and movere are reinterpre-
ted in the case of gossip. Th e analysis of the respective stages of text creation and 
its techniques allows the author to create more eff ective text in order to attract a 
wide public, as well as the allowing the audience to better interpret the message 
and its purposes regardless of the medium used. Virtual gossip seems to confi rm 
the relevance of rhetoric as an art of discovering what is persuasive in a given 
situation.

Katarzyna Budzyńska, Andrzej Nowacki, Joanna Skulska

ARGUMENTS, DIAGRAMS AND ARAUCARIA-PL

Th e aim of the paper is to present the diagramming method commonly used 
in the argument analysis. Diagrams allow us to visually represent the structure 
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and the schemes of argumentation. Moreover, we discuss the potential which 
computational technologies off er to support argument analysis. Th e issue is de-
scribed based on the example of a soft ware tool Araucaria and its Polish version 
Araucaria-PL.

Kamila Dębowska

THE PRAGMA-DIALECTICAL MODEL OF ARGUMENTATION

 AND ABDUCTIVE REASONING

Th is paper aims at presentation, critical evaluation, and extension of the 
pragma-dialectical model of argumentation. Th e model, complex as it might be, 
appears not to be an entirely appropriate tool for the study of reasonableness 
of  real-life discussions with externalised disputes, especially when considered 
from the semiotic perspective. It seems that the choice of rhetorical, dialectical 
and pragmatic functions of the model exercised by pragma-dialecticians conti-
nues to be selective. It is assumed, that in the project since naturally occurring 
discussions with externalised disputes are characterized by multiple features, so 
they should be studied by the application of well-determined criteria which take 
into account multiple solutions. My aim is not to change the basic character of 
the pragma-dialectical model, but to supply additional criteria in places where 
the model turns out to be defi cient. I support the claim of pragma-dialectics that 
determination of a disagreement space through the specifi cation of the common 
propositional content, types of the disputes, standpoints, stages and instances 
of complex argumentation relations resulting from introduction of counterar-
guments is substantial for further analysis of reasonableness of the argumenta-
tive moves. I claim, however, that the perception of the concept of fallacy in the 
pragma-dialectical theory does not go beyond traditional defi nitions of formal 
and informal fallacies. In pragma-dialectics, every violation of a special rule of 
a critical discussion is considered a fallacy. Th e only extension of the standard 
treatment is the idea that each violation is also considered to be a hindrance to 
resolution of a dispute. However, no other goals than the dialectical global goal 
of resolution of a dispute and the rhetorical global goal of launching the most 
eff ective attack are considered within the pragma-dialectical model. In view of 
the interdisciplinary character of the fi eld of argumentation, my claim is that, in 
the study of reasonableness of argumentative moves, the main focus should be 
on pragmatic relevancy of an argument, inferential processes and their relation 
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to possible multiple global goals and standing concerns of speakers. Th e paper 
shows that the applicative value of the Interpretation as Abduction framework 
appears to be the most adequate for supplementing the pragma-dialectical mo-
del in this case.

Marcin Koszowy

INFORMAL LOGIC AND ARGUMENTATION THEORY - EDITORIAL 

INITIATIVE IN POLAND

Th e growing interest in the study of argumentation may be observed from 
the beginning of the 1970s. Th e current inquiry into the complex phenomenon 
of argumentation consists of a great variety of perspectives, theoretical appro-
aches, and research methods. Th e aim of this article is to characterize the edi-
torial project aimed at popularizing the main contemporary tendencies in the 
study of argumentation. Th e result of the project is the special issue Argumen-
tation Th eory and Informal Logic of the journal Studies in Logic, Grammar and 
Rhetoric, vol. 16(29), 2009. Th e articles included in the volume support the thesis 
that various approaches in the study of argumentation, despite diff erences in 
methods of inquiry, try to realize a common research goal: elaborating tools, in 
particular language and methods, for analyzing and evaluating common-sense 
reasoning performed in an argumentative discourse.

In order to explore this common goal, this editorial project was aimed at 
sketching the map of (1) recent developments in argumentation theory and in-
formal logic, such as applications of formal and computational methods in the 
study of argumentation, research on argumentation and artifi cial intelligence, 
and argument schemes or legal argumentation; and (2) the research on argu-
mentation within the tradition of Polish logic and methodology of science, such 
as applications of formal-logical methods in argument analysis and evaluation.

Th e volume includes papers written either by the major representatives of the 
informal logic movement and pragma-dialectics or by formal logicians, compu-
ter scientists, methodologists, and philosophers of science. Among the contri-
butors there are scholars of argumentation representing the Centre for Research 
in Reasoning, Argumentation and Rhetoric (CRRAR) of the University of Win-
dsor; Th e Amsterdam School for Cultural Analysis; the Argumentation Research 
Group (ARG) of the University of Dundee; and the Polish project Persuasiveness. 
Study in the Eff ective Use of Arguments (PERSEUS), and the Belarussian School 
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of Logic of the University of Minsk.
Th e aim of this paper is realized in four steps. In Section 2,I characterize 

the state of the art in the study of argumentation, with the special focus on the 
two leading research movements, i.e. informal logic and pragma-dialectics. Yet, 
argumentation is a key subject not only for informal logic an pragma-dialectics, 
but also for the disciplines dealing with various forms of language and reaso-
ning. Among those disciplines there are: formal logic, informatics, semiotics, 
methodology of science and the theory of rhetoric. In Section 3,I give reasons 
for popularizing  informal logic and pragma-dialectics among the Polish rese-
archers. In Section 4,I discuss the content of volume 16(29) of Studies in Logic, 
Grammar and Rhetoric. Th e main topics are: the origins of informal logic and 
pragma-dialectics, the relationship between formal and informal logic, formal 
methods in the study of argumentation, dialectical and rhetorical criteria of ar-
gument evaluation, deductivism, fallacies, the role of defi nitions in argumen-
tation, Stephen Toulmin’s model of argumentation, and ethical and legal argu-
mentation. In Section 5,I sketch an answer to the question: what are the future 
editorial perspectives concerning the study of argumentation?
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Kinga KWATERSKA, “Orgiastic Beauty of the Dance”. Analysis of Bolesław 
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Editorial

Dear Readers!
Th e current issue of Forum Artis Rhetoricae (fasc. 22-23) contains artic-

les devoted to the rhetorical criticism and the tenth anniversary of the Polish 
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Rhetorical Society. Th e fi rst piece by Kinga Kwaterska presents an analysis of 
Leśmian’s poem using a method of rhetorical criticism. Th e second article by 
Jakub Z. Lichański contains information on the place of this rhetorical organi-
zation in the world.

In the Translations / Interpretationes section we present an article by Prof. 
Paul E. Koptak Rhetorical Criticism of the Bible: a Resource of Preaching. It is a re-
view of U.S. research on the Bible, using the methods of the rhetorical criticism, 
and the text ends homilies.

In the Review of selected rhetorical publication / Index operum recens edito-
rum, quae ad artem rhetoricam spectant and New Publications reviews/ Libro-
rum existimationes sections, you will fi nd the subsequent part of the rhetorical 
bibliography, as well as the reviews of three recently published books on rhetoric,  
Helena Cichocka, Rhetoric in the practice of everyday life, discusses the book: Re-
toryka i polityka. Dwudziestolecie polskiej transformacji (Rhetoric and politics. 
Twenty years of Polish transformation), Warszawa, 2010, a collection of articles 
about the Polish political and social transformation. Jakub Z. Lichański writes 
about the book: Leksykon retoryki prawniczej (Dictionary of legal rhetoric), War-
szawa, 2010. Th e same author presents the book: Tomasz Jasiński, Polska baroko-
wa retoryka muzyczna (Book about Baroque musical rhetoric), Lublin, 2006.

In the Current News/Recentiora section, we will give some information about 
the Conferences in Amsterdam, in January, 2011, Rhetoric in Society III, and 
Bologna, in July, 2011, Rhetoric and Law, 18th Biennial ISHR Conference.

Our journal invites authors to submit articles pertaining to the broad sub-
ject of rhetoric. Th e themes of the forthcoming issues as well as the dates of the 
conferences organized by Polish Rhetorical Society can be found on our website 
www.retoryka.edu.pl

Jakub Z. Lichanski
Editor in chief

Kinga Kwaterska

ORGIASTIC BEAUTY OF THE DANCE. ANALYSIS OF BOLESŁAW 

LEŚMIAN’S BALLAD ŚWIDRYGA I MIDRYGA WITH METAPHOR CRITICISM

Th is article presents an analysis of Leśmian’s poem using a method of rhe-
torical criticism. Th e method understands metaphor as a nonliteral comparison 
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in which a word or phrase from one domain of experience is applied to another 
domain. A metaphor joins two terms: the tenor, the topic of the subject, and the 
vehicle, the mechanism through which the topic is viewed. Using metaphor criti-
cism, the article isolates and examines metaphors in the text. Th e fi rst metaphor, 
DANCE IS LIFE, shows the poet’s belief that an individual and the universe are 
connected by the primeval rhythm that organizes life. Th e second and third me-
taphors, DANCE IS GALLOP and DANCE IS A FIGHT, refl ect the ecstatic natu-
re of the dance. Th en the poet introduces metaphors that are fundamental to his 
poetry: DANCE IS LOVE, DANCE IS DEATH, LOVE IS RECOGNITION, and 
DEATH IS RECOGNITION. Th ese metaphors animate the world of Leśmian’s 
poetry and reveal the ultimate meaning of the ballad: DANCE IS ÉLAN VITAL 
and DANCING IS UNITING. By utilizing the same vehicle in all metaphors the 
vision created in the text is characterized by integrity yet ambiguity.

Jakub Z. Lichański

RHETORICAL ORGANIZATIONS: RHETORIC INSTITUTIONALIZED. 

VOICES ON THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE POLISH RHETORICAL 

SOCIETY.

In 2010 we mark the tenth anniversary of the Polish Rhetorical Society; we 
have prepared for publication 22ng and 23rd issues of our quarterly Forum Artis 
Rhetoricae. I will not play the chronicler, but rather try to show that our Society 
is one of many similar societies – which operate in the world. Th e article con-
tains information on rhetorical organizations in the world.

FAR, FASC.22-23.2010
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